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				Many could not survive a lesser pressure any more than they could survive if they were a different temperature. If we didn’t bring them food. If our currents tore them from the rocks to which they cling. We permeate them as we permeate you.

				At the end of the day, you put some of the bottles, part-frozen, back in the bag. By the time you head home, it’s dark out. Cooler.

				The river seems to you restless, more awake than it was earlier in the day. We spit up over the bank as the vessel passes, sporadically peppering you with spray. Dark clouds, unusual for this time of year, swallow the sky. In the darkness, the same thing you process and contain and consume becomes vast and ominous and threatening.

				Do you really think we care about you?

				We are in you and go through you. You might constrain us, detain us, but only for a while.

				The sun sets and the bore sprinklers start up. Without them, the grass you planted along the rest of the route would shrivel and die. Near the bridge, the jets of water criss-cross the path like laser-beams in one of your spy movies.

				Acrobatics are difficult on a bicycle, so the best thing to do is to lower your head and keep cycling, pretending you don’t feel the water trying to batter you off your perch. 

				Afraid of us in one form, dependent on another. We would laugh if we could.

				You get home late. Boil us to cook pasta, wash with us, drink us.

				Bottles go in the freezer. Another comes out. The cycle continues. Days, months, years. Soon your water will join the cycle. We can wait. Water frozen centuries ago will melt just the same. Is melting just the same, in many places, thanks to you. Sometimes you think about it, more often you don’t. 

				We don’t think about you at all.
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