Westerly
Volume 64 Number 1, 2019
Notice of Intention
Westerly has converted the full backfile of
Westerly (1956–) to electronic text, available
to readers and researchers on the Westerly
website, www.westerlymag.com.au. This
work has been supported by a grant from
the Cultural Fund of the Copyright Agency
Limited.
All creative works, articles and reviews
converted to electronic format will be correctly
attributed and will appear as published.
Copyright will remain with the authors, and the
material cannot be further republished without
authorial permission. Westerly will honour any
requests to withdraw material from electronic
publication. If any author does not wish their
work to appear in this format, please contact
Westerly immediately and your material will
be withdrawn.
Contact: westerly@uwa.edu.au
Westerly acknowledges all Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples as First
Australians. We celebrate the continuous
living cultures of Indigenous people and their
vital contributions within Australian society.
Westerly’s office, at the University of Western
Australia, is located on Whadjak Noongar
land. We recognise the Noongar people as the
spiritual and cultural custodians of this land.

64.1
Publisher
Westerly Centre, The University of Western Australia, Australia
General Editor
Catherine Noske
Associate Editor
Josephine Taylor
Editorial Advisors
Cassandra Atherton (poetry)
Rachel Robertson (prose)
Elfie Shiosaki (Indigenous writing)
Editorial Consultants
Delys Bird (The University of Western Australia)
Barbara Bynder
Caterina Colomba (Università del Salento)
Tanya Dalziell (The University of Western Australia)
Paul Genoni (Curtin University)
Dennis Haskell (The University of Western Australia)
John Kinsella (Curtin University)
Ambelin Kwaymullina (The University of Western Australia)
Susan Lever (Hon. Associate, The University of Sydney)
John Mateer
Tracy Ryan (The University of Western Australia)
Andrew Taylor (Edith Cowan University)
Corey Wakeling (Kobe College, Japan)
David Whish-Wilson (Curtin University)
Terri-ann White (The University of Western Australia Publishing)
Administrator
Asha Ryan
Commissioning Editor
Lucy Dougan
Web Editor
Chris Arnold
Production
Design: Chil3
Typesetting: Lasertype
Print: UniPrint, The University of Western Australia
Front cover: Oliver Mills, Walking On Air, 2014, acrylic paint &
texture gel on canvas, 40.5 cm × 50.5 cm (h, w). Creative Enabler,
Hans Kreiner. Photographer, Shannon Sullivan.

All academic work published in Westerly is peer-reviewed.
Copyright of each piece belongs to the author; copyright of
the collection belongs to the Westerly Centre. Republication is
permitted on request to author and editor.
Westerly is published biannually with assistance from the State
Government of WA by an investment in this project through
the Culture and the Arts (WA) division of the Department of
Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries, and from
the Australia Council for the Arts. The opinions expressed in
Westerly are those of individual contributors and not of the
Editors or Editorial Advisors.

New Writing from
Western Australia
Fiction
Creative Non-Fiction
Poetry
Essays

Westerly

We are
Lola McDowell nee Kickett

We are the past with our ancestors
We are the present with our people
We are the future with our children
We are who we are because of them
Yesterday, today and tomorrow
Yes, always was. Always will be
Here on this our sacred land.
Ignoring Australia’s true history
Will not change it nor erase it.
Accepting it, forgiving your kin
Moving forward together as one
Celebrating our diversity today
Celebrating our future equally:
Then true healing, true living
Together as a Nation
Together with one story
Giving equality, fairly
To our first nation people
In work, in play, in this—
This our land of bounty.

Lola McDowell nee Kickett is a
Balladong, Wadjuk yok with
Irish ancestry. The third
youngest of fifteen, she was
born and raised in the central
wheatbelt. Lola wrote poems as
a teenager to help her through a
dark period in her life, a time
when she felt invisible to all.
Many years later she believed
she’d lost her creativity and
needed to start at the beginning,
she joined a CANWA poetry
workshop and now her poems
flow again.

Balginjirr, ‘A Special Place
on our Home River Country’!
Anne Poelina

Dr Anne Poelina is a doctoral
health science scholar and
Adjunct Senior Research Fellow
with the Nulungu Research
Institute, University of Notre
Dame, Broome.

I came home to our river country, our place… our space... today.
I stood at your gravesite and recall the first night when I came back to
my mother’s land, and now I ask you… Do you know what is coming our
way?
I heard your many lived stories… those who had stood before, through
the collective wisdom as elders, now see some of their children’s
children start to sway.
Is country for sale, is country for keeps, who will work with country to
watch over the people who sleep.
Some dream, dreams of money and some talk of gold, lead, mineral
sands, intensive agriculture, pastoralism, harvesting water into licences
and allocation flows.
The nightmare for people like me, is to be buried alive from the constant
demands on a sacred river and kinship system, not found anywhere else
on the planet, but to us known, inter-generationally as the River of Life.
Can we learn from the Murray Darling… hey, what about the oldest river
in the world… the Finke… let these rivers share with us what the humans
have done! We need to know this to let the Mardoowarra, Martuwarra…
Fitzroy River run.
Do we cover it with intensive cotton, coal mine, scar up the country…
drawing from aquifers, seismic lines… fracking hydro-geology… or do we
take a breath and keep the living waters living free?
Can we listen to the ancient songlines, singing the creation stories of
geo-heritage, astronomy… astrology and ancient boab trees?
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