





























































































































































































































































































































































































































we look at the city: instead of looking at the
individual. He said that if we find the very
same thing written in large letters let us read it
there instead of straining our eyes over the
small letters. Here is a classic example of turn-
ing something which makes very good sense
when applied to an individual, into something
disastrous when applied to the Large Animal,
the City conceived as an individual writ large.
For it makes very good sense to say that in our
individual lives our reason should control our
spirit and our inclinations. When there is a
conflict between my inclinations and what my
reason tells me, the resolution of this conflict
cannot be anyone else’s job but my own; it is
my own effort that brings the conflict to a solu-
tion. And when I follow my reason I follow
my own decision. But now let us see all this
writ large. Society is divided into Reason, Spirit
and " Inclination. Reason is represented. by the
Philosopher-King, Spirit by the Guardians and
the rest is us. Or let me be so impertinent as to
assume that I, with a few of my collaborators
will be the Philosopher-King. Now I am not
d_ivided'into reason and inclination any more, nor
are you as an individual. - I, the whole of me is
Reason, whatever I say. is the expression of the
City’s Reason, and whatever you say is the ex-
pression of what you represent, the City’s Inclina-
tion. The conflict between reason and inclina-
tion will be a conflict between you and me, and
vou remember we agreed that reason should
control inclinations, for only then are we moral,
happy and free. The more you disagree with
me the more you prove that your reason is not
in order, and the more I force you to follow me
the more you become what you ought to be, your
true self. Or again, we may say that the Kantian
ethics concerned with individual human beings
makes excellent sense: we have many inclina-
tions, formulated in various. maxims, and when
we come to decide on which of these maxims
we should act we should ask which of these
maxims could be made a universal law. A maxim
which cannot be turned into a universal law that
all. human beings should follow . expresses only
a particular wish of my own. To act morally is
to "act on universalisable maxims. But let us see
what consequences this type of theory could have
when . again it is applied to a Large Animal—not
by Kant himself but by Rousseau before him. He
creates a new organic Entity by his Social Con-
tract. As he puts it: “Each of us puts his person
and all his power in common under the supreme

direction of the general will, and, in our corpor-
ate capacity, we receive each member as an
indivisible part of the whole.” Now this indi-
visible whole should be governed by the General
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Will. But should we go out to the street and
ask anyone what the General Will is? How
would they know? He will express only what he
wants. “In fact,” Rousseau says, “each individual,
as a man, may have a particular will contrary or
dissimilar to the general will which he has as a
citizen.” (This is how 90% of the population
can be the “enemy of people”.) We sec here
the split personality again: your will as an in-
dividual and your will as a citizen. But all this
is discussed in terms of Society, for the General
Will is. not my or your Will, it is the will of
Society. Out of the various wills only those
should be acted on that can be made universal,
the General Will, but this decision is not mine
or yours; we have to call in Society’s Reason and
the selection will not be made out of my own
maxims, for all my maxims as an individual are.
only particular maxims but all the maxims of the
one who knows the General Will (and again, we
should need a Philosopher-King for this) are
universal. To be compelled to follow this Will
is simply to be compelled to follow my real will
as a citizen. To deny my will as an individual is
simply to eliminate what is not the will of my
real self. This is again the Hegelian way to
freedom. As Rousseau says: “Whoever refuses to
obey the general will shall be compelled to do so
by the whole body. This means nothing less
than that he will be forced to be free.”

Similarly, the notion of alienation is a fruitful,
useful and penetrating conceptual tool in analys-
ing and talking about individual human beings.
But in the case of Marx it is essentially wedded
to talking about a fictitious Big Animal, Society.

The notion of alienation had a long history
before Hegel but to us it came mainly from
him through many channels. T have mentioned
only some of the forms it took in the hands of
the left-Hegelians. FEven what we have from
them assumed many new and divers forms—as
Martin Buber’s I-Thou language is one example
of Feuerbach’s influence. Through Kierkegard
and from Hegel himself it reached the existential-
ists, while again German sociology made extensive
use of the notion, as we can see from Mannheim
and Weber. ~ These and many others worked out:
the notion of alienation info a useful and penc--
trating tool. What value this notion has is dae
to them and one cannot read- theii achievements
back into Marx.  For as soon as Marx got hold
of the notion he turned it into a strange kind
of political economy, describing the split person-
ality of a Big Animal in the terms of the classical
economists. I cannot therefore agree with those
who claim by reference to Marx’s early writings
on the concept of alienation that his theory started
all right but went wrong in the course of time.
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One cannot say that he had a good theory of
alienation but a bad political economy because
his theory of alienation is his political economy
and it is bad precisely because its foundation is
the Hegelian notion of alienation. As we have
seen, the value of emphasising these early writ-
ings of Marx is that it enables us to see what
makes his dialectic and class-struggle click. His
theory of alienation will not make him up to
date but reveals only the Hegelian foundations
of his economics.

We can also see now an additional reason for
saying that it is not the case that Marxist theory
is all right, but that in the hands of Leninists
and Stalinists it went wrong. It is an essential
feature of politica] theories that do not talk about
individuals but about a Big Animal that they call
for a Philosopher-King or for a group of them,
who represent the Reason of the Big Animal. The
Leninist Party, which is the most conscious ele-
ment of the proletariat expressing the voice of
History, is Marxism and not its misuse. For Marx
has nothing at all to say on how we should
organise our society, what sort of institutions we
should have and how should we conduct our
lives by and through those institutions . Conse-
quently no political practice can be a misuse of
these nonexisting recommendations. What he
has given us is a metaphysical justification for
a Party to identify their egos with the demiurge
of History and then left it at that. Speculations
about good political institutions he called “utopian
socialism”. His were scientific and his science
amounts to this: Once Society regains its Self
all our problems are solved and there is no need
to think about how to conduct our affairs.

Karl Popper claims that dialectical materialism
is not a scientific theory because you cannot test
it, there is no possible crucial experiment that
could etiher verify or falsify it. Consequently
it does not even tell us anything informative
either. This is an impressive and illuminating
criticism. But to say this of a theory which
is designed to be put into practice and which
accepts only practice as the test of its validity this
criticism is not damning enough. There has been
an experiment and it is still going on. Someone
might say that it is not yet a crucial experiment.
One could indeed go on experimenting with in-
animate objects waiting for a crucial experiment
after large quantities of those objects have been
destroyed. But even if we . were experimenting
with mice this sort of talk could ke irresponsible.
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As it is, when we put Hegel’s theory of alienation
dressed in economic terms to a test on human
beings one should say that even one experiment
was crucial. If someone even after such a crucial
experiment still tries to justify the ways of Marx
to men by reference to his earlier writings he
only makes himself more pathetic.

{1) The case of the perhaps only original Marx-
ist philosopher in a communist country, that
of George Lukacs is quite different. Except
when he had to recant his views to tlEc
Communist Academy in 1934 he has always
understood Marx in a way that the recent
developments can only vindicate him. He
was able to do this because he came to
Marx not through such exegetes as Kautsky,
Plekhanov or Lenin but through the more
Hegelian tradition of the German sociologists
especially through Simmel and Weber who
drew his attention to the problem of aliena-
tion. This enabled him to understand Marx
better than the members of the Communist
Academy to whom he had to confess his de-
viations.

(2) Cf. Lucien Goldmann: “La Réification” in
Les Temps Moderne. February-March 1959.

(3) Marx’s terminology is confusing. The trans-

lation of the English edition of Marx’s Eco-
nomic and Philosophic Manuscripts gives a
salutory but short warning on the differences
between the words Entdussern and Entfrem-
den, both of which are used by Marx in
talking about alienation. Marx doesn’t even
treat the problem of alienation for its own
merit and so he never distinguishes between
the. many widely different problems associated
with it: The psychological state when you lost
the feeling of belonging either to your society
or to vour work, the sociological state when
yvou are treated as an object rather than 2
subject, the existentialist moral sense of living
in “bad faith”, the metaphysical notion of
part of your essential self turning into some-
thing external etc., to mention only some of
the major variations on the theme.
Though Marxist philosophers never treated
the subjcct seriously it is significant that
whenever they refer to existentialists they do
so in the same spirit as when they refer to
other deviationists or revisionists. It is signifi-
cant because it indicates that they feel the
family-resemblance between themselves and
others who talk about alienation. Cf. for
instance the summary of an article from
‘Voprosy Literatury in the July-September
1959 number of Soviet Survey. The article
ends with the standard marxist philosophical
argument used against revisionists: “The
vicissitudes of the existentialist novel shows
us perhaps particularly clearly that in politi-
cal life and in literature also a third path,
between the path of reaction and progress, is
impossible.”
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L. R. Marchant

Shepherds In Buckram

’

An episode in the history of the Chinese in Australia

RITERS on Australian history give us a
\V\ neat and convincing description of how

the Chinese community was established
and developed in the country. The facts are
arranged into a pattern that can be recited by
any schoolboy who has studied the subject. There
was a discovery of gold; an influx of Chinese
followed, directed to the diggings, and then later
on to urban areas; trouble developed on the fields
and later in the towns; and then as a result
of this barriers were put up to protect
Australia from cheap labour, and from what was
held to be an unassimilable minority. The pieces
all fit together very snugly. The trouble is, when
we think about the matter, the account does not
tell us very much about the Chinese in Australia.
In fact an analytical appraisal of written works
reveals that two separate themes have been treated
and as often as not unconsciously united into one.
There is the history of the Chinese community
living in contact with the Australian; and there
is the: history. of the Australians’ idea of the
Chinese; and these two subjects are not the same.
Writing that has been done centres on the latter
in particular. Consequently we have got to know
a lot more about what Australians think about
Chinese, than about the immigrant group itself.

The historian who sets himself to make a thor-
ough search of local as well as national records, and
who undertakes a survey of the Chinese commun-
ity, does not see the same fitted pattern of cause
and effect that has been shaped by others. The
Chinese who came here were not at first, or all,
involved in the gold rush. It is significant that
the Chinese have two terms for Australia—the
pictographic phrase, the New Gold Mountain,
talked about in the southern provinces, and the
: phonetlc transcription of our word Australia. Not
all of the immigrants had the gold island in ‘mind
when they come. In fact, in the decade before the
influx commenced there were Chlnese existing
as communities in the eastern colonies, and these
made contributions in the contact of cultures
different from those made on the goldfields.

This does not mean that the period of gold
discoveries is to be regarded as unimportant.
1t is significant and will remain so for the his-
torian who writes about the Chinese here, for
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two reasons in particular. The rush brought a sub-
stantial increase in the number of Chinese
migrants, and a change in the nature of their
community; and also there developed from that
time firm attitudes towards the Chinese, indicat-
ing that Australian-held stereotypes had their
origins in the gold camps. However, more com-
prehensive treatment allows us to see the period
of influx in perspective, as one stage in a develop-
ment that spanned a long period of time; and to
realize that events of the more exciting ‘gold
period’ have persistently attracted attention at the
expense of other less newsworthy but significant
happenings. The writer who seeks to understand
the role of the Chinese in Australia- must start

his researches before gold.

The systematic introduction of Chinese as
contract workers in the pastoral industry in Aust-
ralia commenced in the mid eighteen-forties.
Ever since 1837, when the Committee on Immi-
gration in New South Wales discussed the labour
problem, the importing of ‘coolie’ labour had been
mooted. Little was done at first, and by August
1840 the situation was so acute that the Sydney
Morning Herald reported in its columns:

“The. demand for labour is so great at
present only two courses are open; stop
breeding and cultivating, or import coolies

7 (28/8/1840).

Attempts to get workers from India and Chile
failed, so despite the tense international situation
caused by the Opium War, employers turned to
China.

Records on recruitment at that period do not
exist in plenty. The scheme was a private one,
organized by flock-owners in the colony aided by
local ship-owners such as Towns, and these people
have not left full accounts of their activities. The
official records are also. scrappy. The colonial
government took no part whatsoever in. the move.
The scheme was never. blessed officially and its
promoters received no encouragement. Governor
Gipps and the authorities in England in fact set
the course of official attitude by declaring them-
selves against the flock-owners, Mr. Mother
Country, Stephen, put the case admirably in a
note to Lord Stanley on 12th September, 1843
(C.O. 201/333) when he said that the govern-
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ment had to look after the interests of the work-
ing people as well as others. Nevertheless, in
spite of lack of support, a smooth working organiz-
ation for importing Chinese coolies grew. In
1843 an association of employers was formed
to exploit the labour trade, and contacts
were made in treaty ports being newly opened
in China. This machinery so established was
later to play a part in directing the influx of
Chinese to Australia.

Recruitment was done in the south part of
China. The Chinese were signed up on the spot
by the pastoralist or his delegate, given an ad-
vance of wages and shipped to a port on the east
coast of Australia. There they were collected by
the contractor and taken to the station concerned,
where they were employed as shepherds.

Shepherding was not the most attractive occu-
pation to be followed at the time, or indeed at
any time. It takes a great imaginative process to
Joad it with bucolic delights. The life was a
monotonous one, especially on the larger runs,
and was not likely to attract the bright-minded
and adventurous soul. However the Chinese
who came were not the usual sort of person we
have come to associate with the word “coolie”.
These people were recruited in the years before
the cheap labour trade got under way in China,
and were no doubt of better quality..

The employers who contracted them felt that
these had the qualities needed for the job. They
were viewed as being industrious, as having a
sense of responsibility and as being sufficiently
intelligent to learn the trade. However, they were
not successful as shepherds, In general they did
not settle peaceably on the runs nor remain con-
tented contract workers. This was not necessarily
because they came from south China and were un-
familiar with extensive farming techniques. Some
managed to adapt themselves to the conditions
and won approval from employers. Other factors
caused the failures, as a series of incidents that
took place in Chinese-staffed runs indicates. - Two
events in particular show that these labourers
were not the docile cheap labourers pictured by
certain employers, and later gold-diggers.

One incident took place at Flyer's Creek, a
station on the headwaters of the Lachlan. At the
end of November 1852, a Chinese shepherd
whose name is recorded as Taw Taw fought with
a shearer. The European won the bout, but the
affair did not stop there. " Taw Taw sent out
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messages asking the local Chinese to assemble
at the station. They came just before the week-
end and assembled on a hill about three hundred
vards from the shearing shed. There they ar-
ranged themselves in military formation, each
being armed with a pole to the end of which had
been fixed a sheep-shear blade: looking rather like
the pike used by local militias in Ch’ing dynasty
China. The shearers and other Europeans drew
themselves up in line opposite, but at that stage
the police arrived and negotiations between the
two groups and the station owner were successful
and the matter ended.

There is no certainty as to what were the real
grievances that led to the incident. They are not
recorded in this case, but it seems that more was
was involved than digntiy lost in a fight with a
‘white barbarian’. The affray at Canning Downs,
a station on the Darling Downs, is more revealing.
There the Chinese were dissatisfied with their
contracts and the working conditions and gath-
ered in the same manner, armed with shear-
blades and arrayed in military formation. ~They
captured the vegetable shed, made demands, but
were routed by Europeans who called in the ser-
vices of an armed local aboriginal.

A survey of such records of the Chinese in the
pastoral industry indicates to the historian that
the Chinese were not willing cheap labourers.
They were conscious of their conditions, and like
any human beings acted to better themselves,
and objected to being ‘done’ in a contract. Local
figures in China had emerged in history to lead
people in much the same directions, and it is not
surprising to  find similar  protests being
made in Australia. 'These have not formed a
subject of study. Instead there has been a ten-
dency to concentrate on Chinese as low-wage
workers. This has come about as the
result of an accident of history as much as any-
thing else. The Chinese came in great numbers,
and became more noticeable in Australia at the
time the coolie trade was being established,
and when Darwin and Gobineau were stimulating
ideas on the hierarchical pattern of races. In
this atmosphere the persisting stereotype of
Chinese workers took shape. It is up to the
historian to review this mythical figure, and see
the part Chinese played in the history of labour,
at least in the pastoral history, even if this means
upsetting some well-established theories.
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31 MALCOLM STREET, PERTH

LITHOGRAPHS, etc.
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