










































































































































































beast In the end he is shot as he in fact tries to 
get past the other men. The impHcations are 
immense, the tffle accents the machines that are 
changing the world; the failure of the lovers to 
understand their differing points of view, though 
both are wilHng, confronts the difficulty of human 
communication; as in a wider sense does the 
girl's discovery that she could not, as she thought, 
reach the hatter's understanding, although in the 
outcome her action precipitated the very end she 
dreaded. On one level "The Tractor" is an aUe-
gory deaHng with a major problem of the human 
situation in this century, it makes an enlargement 
of Cowan's vision and power that should carry 
him beyond his range to date. 

"The Remora" by T. A. G. Hungerford and 
"Bushfire" by John Morrison both wring the 
essence of experience from two vastly different 
scenes. For once John Morrison is less concerned 
with individual character. This is not a story to 
equal, for instance, "The Battle of Flowers" in 
which with almost shocking irony he reveals 
through the hates of two sisters how a garden— 
OT a world—can be destroyed by hate—or war. 
"Bushfire," on the contrary, celebrates the 
humanity of man towards his feUows by a 
beautffuUy written eye-witness report of fire in 
the Victorian forests. Hungerford chooses the 
burning sun of a north-west fishing port to expose 
the natures of two men, mates since the war: 
the swashbuckling Marty, who cannot reafise when 
time catches up with his prowess with fists and 
women, and the little runt Jerry, seen by a third 
man, Angus, as the sucking fish that swims with 
the shark. Renewing acquaintance with this pair 
at the moment of disintegration, Angus finds him­
seff wiUing to let Jerry become his mate. A pene­
trating comment on the fear of loneliness that 
drives men to strange mateships. 

E. A. GoUschewsky's "The Silent Woman" 
deals also with the expediency that forces human 
relationships. The silent strength of wills and 
values in opposition is developed in a brief story 
that packs in a considerable picture of waterfront 
activities in a prawning port. "The Widow" by 
Thelma Forshaw is in fact an oblique study of 
a brutal father, related by a girl who longs for 
his death; but when her mother, widowed at 
last, contemplates re-marriage, the furious child 
attacks the suitor. At once racy and poignant, 
salted with this author's ironic humour, the device 
is admirably suited to illumination of ambivalent 
emotions. 

M. G. Vincent's different gusto evokes a glori­

ous picture of an eccentric whose beloved shanty 
is overtaken by expanding suburbia, so that his 
exotic livestock and original efforts at house 
decoration and privacy rouse the antagonism of 
the local council. This is an hffarious tilt at con­
temporary conventional preoccupation with uni­
fication, far removed from the corroding denigra­
tion of Thea Astley's account of an afternnoon 
jaunt undertaken by two city comrades-in-drink 
to Hsten to a suburban poetry reading by a 
Communist poet; and ending in homosexual dis­
illusion. Overtones of Patrick White—or can it 
be Hal Porter—or both?—despoil the acid bitter­
ness of Astley's normally astringent satire. 

Seven of the stories centre on youth, three 
concerned with the nature of evil. G. M. Glaskin, 
always at his best when occupied with the imag­
inative intuitions of a boy's mind, uses "Boy at 
Play," packed with suspense and horror, an imag­
ined murder and a real one, to uncover the bleak 
loneliness that can overtake a child deprived of 
his imaginary world. H. H. Wilson in "Sunday-
School Picnic" ponders the eternal paradox of the 
appreciation of beauty and the will to evil com­
bined in a human mind. A simple incident of a 
little girl who loves wildflowers and a nasty old 
man who cherishes a boronia bush, opens a door 
on philosophical immensity. Differently accented 
is Gwen Kelly's Sunday School story—another 
old man whose apparently innocuous approaches 
are distmsted by a mother despite her small 
daughter's interest and affection; a sharp com­
ment, with characters mainly projected in ob­
served dialogue, on the chasms separating adult 
and chfldish minds. 

Margaret Trist employs her sure, deHcate 
insight to catch adolescents at the moment of 
nest-leaving, so unsure, so certain, so fuU of 
delight in flying alone: her boy and girl, for aU 
their contemporary veracity and knowledge, stfll 
possessed by the real innocence of youth, are 
deliciously exposed in a first encounter. R. 
Thomson catches a younger, more agonising 
moment, when the growth of male strength com­
pletely reverses the relationship of two chffdren: 
a moment of disillusion for both boy and gffl, on 
different levels. Hugh Atkinson's 14-year-old, how­
ever, "goes it alone," mnning off in an old Ford— 
a rather mannered picture, with a breath of 
humour and some charm of "traiHng clouds," but 
one cannot escape feeling it a parable first and 
foremost. At the opposite pole, Brian McPhee's 
pair of urchins romp through a bicycle race. 

Two stories are unexpectedly original, but 
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neither lives up to expectation. David Martin sets 
out to prove that "Every Man Has His Price" in 
first person discussion with a woman novcHst: 
together they seek a plot hinging on a lottery win 
that wiU prove the point. "Impasse" by Barry 
DowHng essays a terrifying exhumation of moral 
skeletons in paternal pasts that involve sons; 
s.p. betting and poUce procedure comes into 
question, and the whole matter of community 
morality; a big theme not quite brought under 
control, some structural jerkiness undermining 
its stiength. 

Desmond O'Grady's "Doctor Deju" is about 
migrants, a satffic episode of the biter bit variety, 
whfle Heuasz NonveiUer has a long story about 
a migrant youth and success that eventuaUy 
turns the tables on the man who had led him, 
falsely, to migrate. "A Really Splendid Evening" 
cuts closer to the bone—in a few pages Lesley 
Rowlands compresses deserts of international mis­
understanding into an Austialian business dinner 
with a visiting Indian. 

The selection has a wide range of Australian 
scene, with considerable variety of character, and, 
as has been noted, offers a number of stories that 
show opposite, or reverse, sides of similar emo­
tional tensions. GeneraUy speaking, the writing 
standard is high, and in several instances would 
be outstanding in any company. It is the overaU 
variety of approach and the marked interest in 
fllumination of motive rather than in incident and 
scene for their own sakes that estabfishes the 
distance tiaversed by AustraHan short story writers 
in sixty-odd years. 

The Tracks We Travel is another anthology 
that appears Hkely to continue. This Third CoUec-
tion was edffed by Leslie Haylen, playwright, 
journaHst, editor, and former member of the 
Federal Parliament. Mr. Haylen chose twenty 
one from three hundred offered, of which 
only four had appeared before, three in Over­
land. The Jobs we Do rather than Tracks 
TraveUed would perhaps in this instance be 
an apter title: in conjunction the stories give 
a very good account of works in progress, or 
of what it is Hke to labour at various jobs in 
AustiaHa, industrial or otherwise. Photographs 
and short biographical notes of the authors head 
the items, a matter of interest as many are new­
comers. With few exceptions, the majority follow 
the traditional line, with a strong sociaHst bias. 
Morrison's "Bushfire" appears again, better than 
ever amongst less assured craftsmen. Dorothy 
Hewett's "The Wire Fences of Jarrabin" is one 

of her best stories. With skill and subtle impH-
cation she contrasts divided communities in a 
small country town, using two small white Aus­
tralian girls and their Aboriginal counterparts 
in a very human situation that illuminates the 
dfffering aims of capitaHsm and sociaHsm. An 
exceUent comment, the point is driven home 
rather much by a postscript paragraph—quite in 
the Henry Lawson tradition, but nonetheless 
redundant except as propaganda. Katharine Susan­
nah Prichard's "Sour Sap" suffers at the end from 
similar expHcit poHtical accent: this story of 
smaU orchardists and a woman won to commun­
ity interests by the help given in hours of need 
has the vivid reality that marks the least of this 
author's stories, added to the grace and ease of 
a distinguished writer who knows exactiy how to 
say what she wishes as she portiays a particular 
way of Hfe. 

Surprisigly Coast to Coast has no story about 
Aborigines; this collection has several, although 
none touch the high success of "The Wire Fences 
of Jarrabin." In "Cry My Bones" Morva Cogan 
uses tribal custom to lead a haff-caste doctor to 
return to his native "country" by overland truck, 
carrying with him the body of a smaU boy of 
his mother's tribe. His conversation with the 
truckers and the weU-kept secret of his birth give 
tension to a situation tinged with pity for the 
invidious pUght of full-bloods and half-castes. 
Ron TulHpan goes back in time through the 
device of a shooting party to uncover one of the 
massacres of blacks that darkened our early days: 
told in matter-of-fact statement, with passing 
comments on the countryside, the horror remains. 
Sydney today stands behind the Maori of Gordon 
Spencer's "A Tree on Your Chest"—a bleak city 
for a young house-painter whose fellow workers 
bait him viciously because of his colour, until he 
slings a punch, and waDcs out. Wandering through 
the stieets he eventually reaches Hyde Park, 
where an anti-bomb procession is forming. Asked 
to join, he refuses, only to retum in the end 
after being refused by a pubHcan who thought 
him Aboriginal. 

There is a haff-caste, too, in Helen Brown's 
tale of a bush walk in which a woman wanders 
off from the camp she is sharing with her family 
and some friends aU intellectuals trying a holiday 
Hfe of "Back to Basics" in their "Dear Wilder­
ness." The walk and what she sees changes her 
mood. "For a few weeks each year we were 
romantic Aborigines. It had seemed Hght heart-
edly heroic, but the fat blonde woman and the 
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haff-caste had turned ff aU a Ifftle phony. They 
fished because they had to." 

Griffith Watkins uses "A Dream of PeHcans," 
with passages of poetic beauty, recollections of 
die lovely days of youth, to crystaHse a man's 
nostalgia for lost freedom and the boredom of 
mediocre marriage and tedious job. Very slight, 
it is both explicit, evocative, and satisfying. 

Frank Hardy's gambler shows a wretched boot­
maker reduced to the utinost poverty through 
obsessive desire to pick the card. A smaU countiy-
town background appears to be stiU ui the throes 
of the Depression; but gamblers are the same 
in good times and bad; Hardy does not spare 
his, or excuse the physical and spiritual degenera­
tion his vice entails for his family. This has the 
ring of miserable trath. On the other hand Joan 
Hendry uses a widow, unable to buy her son his 
first long tiousers, to assist her story of threatened 
factory retrenchment defeated by concerted 
action on the part of the women workers: propa­
ganda in terms of an unconvincing human story. 
Vera Deacon faffs into the same mt with "Steel 
is My Flesh." Merv Lilley pulls no punches in 
"The Aftermath" but, written with masculine 
gusto, and entirely knowledgeable, this story of 
scabs in the shearing sheds makes aU its points 
with unforced and unaffected ease. Of the other 
"job" stories, "The Bridge" and "Midnight Shfft" 
are vivid and convincing enough. A legendary 
horse named "The Nob" offers a passage of horse-
breaking, and Sutton Woodfield's racing tale 
romps to a finish as neat as it is absurd. R. A. 
Moncrieff's story of a dingo pup that is nearly 
burnt to death by an aeroplane disaster that 
destroys all around, is a nature story with a dff-
ference, touched by the splendour of the Great 
Divide, fiUed with sympathy for dogs and men. 

Two satires are amusing. In "We Have Good 
Leaders," Arthur Staples has a pleasing tflt at 
passing the buck in a machine tool factory. Lloyd 
Davies moves with sophisticated assurance through 
red tape and all official procedure. 

HENRIETTA DRAKE-BROCKMAN 

Higher Education in Australia, ed. E. L. Wheel­
wright, F. W. Cheshire, 1965, 50/ - . 

COLLECTIONS OF ESSAYS or papers by different 
contributors aimed at covering together a given 
field, a period of history or various perspectives 
of a common theme seldom, if ever, add up 
to a satisfactory and unified work. Individually 
the essays may be excellent, but more often 
than not one leaves a published symposium 
confused by a succession of corffHcting arguments 
which, ff they are well-argued, wiU tend to lead 
one through a series of contradictory attitudes, 
so that one is convinced of the persuasiveness of 
the authors, admires their cleverness, but is left 
meditating on the fundamenntal elusiveness of 
tmth. This might have been the effect of Higher 
Education in Australia, had aU the contributions 
been of the standard of those of H. Stietton, 
D. S. Anderson and G. Howie. Sadly for higher 
education in AustraHa they were not. Although 
there is much that is good in the book—an array 
of interesting facts and figures, some intelHgent 
suggestions for change and experiment, cogent 
analysis of shortcomings in various sectors of Aus­
traHan tertiary education today—^there are also 
too many instances of academic bfinkers, unaca-
demic prejudices and, one has to say it, academic 
lack of imagination. The overall disunity of the 
book is, moreover, intensified by the inclusion of 
commentaries, at least partially critical, foUowing 
some of the contributions. One would feel happier 
coming across the essays in this book separately in 
the pedagogical journals or in a modified form 
even in the columns of newspapers. The advantage 
of having them produced this way is perhaps that 
here they are in a handy and manageable form. 
Their subject is vital to the future of this country. 
Despite their failings they bring up questions 
that should be pondered by a wide cross-section 
of society, and ff this book succeeds in stimulat­
ing thought and interest in these questions it wiU 
have served an invaluable purpose. 

The articles in the book were originally written 
for a conference organised by the Federation of 
Australian University Staff Associations in May, 
1964. According to the editor, E. L. Wheelwright, 
"the subjects selected were fundamental, in the 
crucial areas of higher education, universities, 
technical and technological education, and the 
education of teachers, for which contributors of 
proven competence were known to be available. 
The main subjects discussed are the role of 
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higher education in society, supply and demand 
in higher education, the dilemma of whether to 
expand existing universities or create new and 
smaUer ones, problems of students and techno­
logical education, the possibility of insisting that 
all teachers in future should be trained and 
educated at universities, and the effect of teacher 
scholarships at universities. But innumerable other 
questions are brought in more or less in passing. 
One would have liked to have seen included in 
the symposium more about university govemment, 
which only Stietton considers in any detail; more 
concrete treatment, with tangible examples, of 
die educational aims of university teachers; a 
discussion of the amount and distiibution of 
research moneys (again Stretton touches on this); 
more about the relationship of research and teach­
ing in the universities. Stiidents, who to my mind 
should have been cential to a symposium of this 
nature, ought to figure far more prominently in 
all the discussions. EspeciaUy do the technologists 
tend to reduce them to something Hke cyphers, 
submerged in the anonymity of the needs of 
society. Only the three writers singled out above 
for their excellence and R. M. Pike in a short 
note on teacher scholarships do anything like 
justice in their articles to the position of students 
as a whole. The contributions of the technologists, 
although they give some interesting information 
concerning the historical background to our 
present system and abundant detail about the 
range of courses offered today, are uniformly 
disappointing. They offer no imaginative pro­
gramme concerning what might be done to 
improve this sector of education in the future, 
and they leave one with the impression that there 
is fittle hope in Australia for a new era in which 
our technocrats wiU be humanised by a real 
appreciation of Hberal values. Before leaving this 
brief account of the contents of the book, Naomi 
Caiden's modffied version of the b'bHography for 
AustraHan universities, which was published 
seriaUy in Vestes, should be mentioned. It wfll 
prove most useful to aU who wish to study our 
universities in greater detail. 

Several of the contributors to this symposium 
try to grapple with the definition of what a uni­
versity is or ought to be. Institutions invariably 
change (with a more or less signfficant time-lag) 
with changes in the material needs, morals, values, 
fashions of the society in which they function. 
They are by nature conservative, for it takes 
time to read and respond to the intricate com­
plex of changes society undergoes, and there 

are always those within an instihition who from 
idleness, vested interest, lack of incentive (for 
they are comfortably at the top) or simple bHnd-
ness do not manage or choose to perceive the 
modifications necessary to make their organisation 
more effective. Such conservatism is not alto­
gether bad. It usuaUy ensures that the advantages 
and drawbacks of proposed changes are thor­
oughly scmtinised and that reckless and iU-
conceived proposals are rejected. In theory at 
least this should work weU; in practice, as Stret­
ton and others point out, the criteria of the 
decision-makers can too often be wrong. Neatly 
presented quantitative data can, for instance, be 
used persuasively where decisions should be influ­
enced above all by considerations of quafity, the 
data conceming which might only be presentable 
in vague and impressionistic terms. Pass rates, 
for instance, may loom larger in discussions pre­
ceding poHcy decisions than any attempt to 
measure up the quafity of the education given 
against educational ideals or principles. 

But universities are in an ambivalent position. 
As institutions they are basically conservative; 
but as seats of free inquiry they are essentiaUy 
radical. In this role they should propagate change 
and assume some leadership in the way society 
modifies itseff in response to new needs, using 
the refinement of sensibiHty and the power of 
intellect that should be proper to a university 
community. Several of the contributors recognise 
this important function of the university, but at 
the same time they tend to annex to the univer­
sities too much of a monopoly in this direction. 
This is perhaps understandable, since the "estab­
lishments" in Australian universities are only too 
prone to play baU with the powers that be, the 
sources of finance, prestige and honours. But to 
correct a fault, some of the contributors perhaps 
overstate their point of view, and they tend to 
think of the university as the leader rather than 
as one of many leaders in directing changes that 
society must undergo. Yet a certain arrogance, 
one suspects, makes them overlook the place of 
the novcHst, the television producer, the school­
teacher, the trade unionist and many others in 
this respect. However that may be, several of 
the writers agree that there are pressures which 
tend to work against the universities carrying out 
this function adequately. 

P. H. Partridge, for instance, points out that 
we have been forced to rely too much on second 
and third-rate men from overseas while at the 
same time losing our own best men abroad. 
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Although the situation has begun to change, ff 
is stfll with us and therefore our university staffs 
are perhaps not flne enough yet to exert the en­
lightened leadership we should expect from them. 
The attitude of society, and therefore of the 
students, towards the universities as a place from 
which can be gained advancement and status 
withui society as it is—a point made by several 
contributors—is another factor holding the uni­
versities back from their radical purpose. S. Encel 
makes much of the fact that many of the students 
are bonded to future employers, the greatest 
number to the various AustiaHan governments, 
and Pike underlines the point in relation to the 
teachers' bonds. Thus the essential freedom of 
enquffy tiiat should characterise the student's life 
at a university, such as involves following up his 
own interests and choosing his own subjects, is 
taken away from a very large number of students. 
That AustraHan universities tend to overemphasise 
vocational tiaining at the expense of "the search 
for truth" conception of university activity (a 
point also made emphaticaUy by Encel) is another 
reason for the lack of radical leadership that one 
should expect the universities to give. Stretton 
would add bureaucracy, the inevitable concomi­
tant of large universities, as a further barrier 
to the achievement of this educational ideal. 
Above aU, he argues, it destroys at all levels the 
personal contact which characterises an effective 
university environment and substitutes for it a 
regime of regulations and paper work in which 
initiative and the fruitful interplay of intellects 
amongst other qualities are largely lost. 

The range and character of university teaching 
responsibifities is a prominent object of discussion 
in the symposium. Encel stresses the fact that 
owing to the development of state universities 
serving similar state interests there is too much 
duplication of effort with its consequence of con­
formity. He sees the growth of new universities, 
so that no longer is it the norm to have one 
university to a state, as giving the opportunity 
to break down this inflexible structure of our 
universities. Indeed it has affeady begun to do 
so. His stiong opposition to vocationaHsm within 
the universities leads him to suggest that "edu­
cation beyond the secondary level covers a range 
of demands—university, technical, teacher train­
ing, professional and semi-professional training, 
and further education—which are best catered 
for in an appropriate range of institutions." Thus 
universities are left with three major functions: 
to encourage the pursuit of leaming for its own 

sake, at the highest possible standard, and in 
accordance with its own imperatives; to do 
research, undertaken both for the sake of idle 
curiosity and for possible benefits to the com­
munity; to develop themselves as independent 
centres of influence (a) on the intellectual and 
cultural life of the communit.y (b ) on social 
poHcy. Partridge rightly rejects Encel's over-
concern with vocationaHsm without minimising 
the dangers of such a tendency, should it go too 
far: "Universities are now, in considerable part, 
pubHc utilities or instrumentalities. They are 
being increasingly supported by governments from 
pubHc funds because they carry out public social 
functions, as hospitals and pubHc transport sys­
tems do." He adds that the vocational spirit is 
intensified by the democratisation of universites 
as "ladders for upward social movement," "the 
gateway to a better sort of job, to greater social 
respect and security, to professional status." 

What would seem to the present writer the 
solution of the dilemma is to make every effort 
to ensure that vocational training, where it is 
included in the university as it must be in several 
fields, becomes vocational education. This is a 
distinction made by Howie who with reason 
wishes to see all teachers having a university edu­
cation. Too often courses in medicine, engineer­
ing, law have been training courses for producing 
efficient but uneducated doctors, engineers, law­
yers. Because of the bulk of work entailed there 
has been perhaps Httle option; but we must make 
time and pay for it. There are two elements in 
vocational education as opposed to vocational 
training, which I believe the universities should 
insist upon. First there is that element considered 
by L. N. Short, when he quotes A. Flexner's 
definition of a profession: it is essentiaUy a matter 
of the free and responsible exercise of the inteUect 
in areas where values and techniques are cen­
trally involved. There should be no question of 
applying automatically formulas which are not 
in themselves subjected to rigorously critical 
examination. That is the work of training. The 
second element is even more important and cer­
tainly much more neglected. C. P. Snow in The 
Two Cultures got his emphases wrong: more im­
portant than anything today is that our scientists, 
technologists, town-planners, judges, economists 
or business men should be cultured human beings. 
This does not simply imply a trained intellect; 
it involves the development of quaHties such as 
perceptiveness, sensibiHty, sympathy or under­
standing and, to use an old-fashioned word. 
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wisdom. These quaHties are nowhere better 
acquired than in the study of the humanities: of 
the literatures (not treated as source-books for 
philological grubbing) and of history (not re­
duced to thoughtless antiquarianism amongst the 
barren obscurities of the past) . Clearly, fuUy 
fledged courses of the breadth, variety and detail 
that one would hope to find in the arts faculties 
could not be offered to the scientific and tech­
nological faculties; but rewarding courses, justi­
fying themselves by their own persuasive appeals, 
could be launched on such subjects as the film, 
the novel, intellectual revolutions, the history and 
appreciation of art and of music, comparative 
reUgion, world poHtical problems and their his­
torical lineage, and so forth. Dentists could be 
shown how poetiy can be read, engineers could 
discuss the natiure of humour, agriculturalists could 
compare the poHtical ideologies of Russia and 
China. This would only be possible and profitable 
where the best quafity staff was available and 
one hopes that that wiU be in the universities. 
In an age when vocational tiaining is so cential 
to our continued existence and prosperity, it is 
all important to keep the products of such train­
ing conversant with the richness, values and 
delights of our own European culture and to give 
them a sympathetic insight into the cultures of 
others alongside whom we have to live. We should 
welcome, therefore, the professionals, the tech­
nologists and all who might be powerful in society 
into the universities and provide them with the 
opportunities of large gfimpses into the nature of 
a humane education. If we fail to do so, we shall 
be extending an open invitation to brave new 
worlds and 1984s. Unfortunately those who con­
tribute the chapters on technical and technological 
education show Httle awareness of such needs. 
D. L. Ford, who to some extent does, makes 
extraordinary claims for "the degree of contribu­
tion of the technical fratemity to the rightful 
claims of posterity, international accord and the 
common cultural heritage." 

The position of part-time students in AustiaHan 
universities is a recurrent topic throughout the 
book. The very poor result of part-timers is 
emphasised by all. Some feel there is some advan­
tage in having technologists as part-time students, 
although the evidence is that they faff just as 
badly as their counterparts in other discipHnes. 
Clearly, those who have missed out on a university 
course for no reason that they could help should 
be given a chance later in Iffe, especiaUy when, 
as Anderson shows, university education is largely 

a middle-class prerogative; accordingly, Stietton 
argues that we should aim to do away with part-
time studies only at the end of a reasonable 
period of time and that meanwhile we should do 
our best to avoid the necessity for them. A. R. 
HaU's view, that the concealed cost in the loss 
of labour force involved in going over to only 
full-time study is too great, is adequately rebutted 
by P. H. Karmel. I. G. Meddleton asserts that 
part-timers' needs never influence our universities' 
curricula, and suggests that modfficaUons in 
courses might be made to meet such needs. In 
fact, a disastious influence on the stmcture of our 
courses is affeady being exerted by part-time 
students. No institution worthy of the name of 
a university would maintain what Sir Mark OU-
phant recently caUed the "itsy-bitsy" nature of 
the education embodied in our unit system, were 
it not that such a course stmcture is convenient 
for the part-timers. We would rather be bringing 
our thought to bear on the construction of 
rational and purposeful courses, such as those at 
Bedford Park which Stretton so excitingly de­
scribes. As it is, part-timers will continue to pre­
vent us from giving our best to the fuU-tune 
students, while at the same time they laboriously 
collect a unit here and another there and, if they 
are lucky, eventually achieve some letters after 
their names which do not differentiate them from 
those students who have had the fuU advantage 
of a university career. Again we must pay. Schol­
arships should be made available for older 
students to study fuU-time. These older students, 
given equal opportunities with those directly from 
the schools, will then show that it is not their 
age that limits their performance. One only has 
to look at the results of ex-servicemen after the 
last world war for evidence of this. 

The most vital and yet the weakest sector of 
tertiary education in Australia today is the edu­
cation of teachers. Howie deals with the problem 
imaginatively He wants aU teachers to have a 
university education not simply because teaching 
at all levels is an exacting task requiring the 
excellence of highly tiained inteUects to cope 
with its problems, but also because, ff teacher 
recruitment is to provide attractions for people 
who can meet such requirements, it must have 
the status of a profession. L. F. Neal on the 
other hand talks about "a lower grade of teach­
ers" who have to deal with "the great mass of 
ordinary boys and gffls, who are in fact quite 
repelled by the scholarly pursuit of knowledge 
such as universities know it." Some of the chff-
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dren, he asserts, "are affeady pretty worldly. 
Sexual promiscuity is quite a common thing in 
some secondary modem schools (in England). To 
produce the teachers who are going to be effec­
tive with those kind of people means in some 
sense that we ought to protect them from the 
university." One might ask Neal whether sec­
ondary modem school children have a monopoly 
of sex amongst England's young, or why 
university-tiained teachers cannot cope with those 
kind of people whereas university-trained social 
workers, psychologists, etc., can. Howie's points 
are vafid for two main reasons. The fffst is that 
good school teaching at all levels requffes a deep 
insight into the subjects taught. This is especially 
true at the primary school level at which vast 
srides can be made with such diverse activities 
as the development of number concepts, historical 
criticism (which is barely touched upon at leav­
ing level in our schools today) or creative ex­
pression in various forms. The second is that 
under our present system subjects like learning 
theory or child psychology are taught by un-
tiained amateurs with a smattering of leaming— 
I wiU not say knowledge. They are therefore 
taught uncriticaUy and the students, ff they have 
not a healthy resistance, become indoctiinated 
rather than educated. Such subjects are perhaps 
more important for the teachers of younger and 
less able children, and, since the universities are 
surely the best places for the research into and 
the teaching of such subjects, the teachers who 
are to use them should come to the universities. 
These are perhaps not Howie's arguments, but 
the tenor of his article would suggest that he 
would concur. On the other hand, ff Neal is 
typical of our professors of education, we either 
need a different kind of people in our chairs, or 

perhaps we should protect all our teachers from 
the university. Certainly, as he hfinseff suggests, 
a man of his views would not be helpful in train­
ing a lower grade of teachers. 

It is a healthy sign that so much introspection 
and seff-criticism is going on within the ranks 
of our higher educational institutions. It is a pity 
that it is not of a untformly high quaUty, although 
presumably if it were there would be much less 
need for it anyway. But, however good our 
teaching staffs might be or might become, they 
cannot of themselves rise beyond the limits that 
govemment and society impose upon them. So 
long as there is wrong-headedness in our gov­
ernments and in our ministries and departments 
of education and apathy and ignorance in society 
at large, the necessary pressures to improve Aus­
tralian education will not be exerted. This book, 
if it is read in the right places, could do much 
to stimulate thought and argument such as might 
lead to a demand for new and imaginative poHcies, 
which could conceivably attract the ear of vote-
hungry politicians. But whatever is wrong with 
tertiary education in Australia today would be 
largely rectified if the schools were improved. 
Education is a continuum, as Howie so rightly 
points out: the divisions between primary, sec­
ondary and tertiary are therefore basically mis­
conceived. They are very real, however, in current 
Austialian practice. If our gagged teachers could 
only debate publicly, as our tertiary teachers have 
done in this symposium, a great step forward 
would be taken. The narrow rigidity of our 
authoritarian education departments with their 
doctrines of uniform mediocrity must be chal­
lenged before educational problems at any level 
can reaUy be adequately resolved. 

PETER LAVAN 
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JOHN KEATS 

Bronze cast from a life mask 

a heap 
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With jellies soother than the creamy curd, 

And lucent syrops, tinct with cinnamon; 

Manna and dates, in argosy transfer/d 

From Fez; and spiced dainties, every one, 

From silken Samarcand to cedar d Lebanon. 
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