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Some names become synon­

ymous with the outstanding 

success in their particular 

field whether the achieve­

ment be in science, manu­

facture or development of 

any kind. 

This is so with DULUX a 

name known throughout 

Australasia and in other 

countries all over the world 

as the unquestionable lead­

ers in manufacture and 

development of paints for 

every purpose. 

AN IMAGE ON A PEDESTAL 
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Ronald Taft 

THE PATTERN OF AUSTRALIAN CULTURE" 

BEFORE RELEASE in Australia, this book was 
published in the U.S.A. as part of the Cornell 
University series on contemporary culture, 

using "culture" in a narrowed rather than the 
broadest sense. It is intended to provide a history 
of "the growth of the arts and sciences and an 
assessment of their place in the development of 
an Austrahan national identity". A pretty phrase 
that last one, but what is a "national identity" 
and how does one know it when one sees it? 
Presumably, in this context, the "identity" referred 
to is a recognizable and unique style that arises 
from the pecuhar geographical ecology, the socio­
economic structure and the history of the country. 

By and large the twelve authors of the four­
teen chapters do a good job of searching for such 
a national identity. They nearly all also do well 
in tracing the historic roots of contemporary 
.Austrahan arts and sciences, paying their respects 
to the geographical and social factors involved. 
And yet, when one has finished reading the book, 
one is still left in serious doubt as to how signi­
ficant these ecological factors are in the deter­
mination of Australia's particular pattern of cul­
tural development. 

The authors seem to be divided on that ques­
tion; some, the "Materiahsts", such as Russel 
Ward (The Social Fabric), Cecil Hadgraft (Liter­
ature) and Edgar Waters (Recreation), imply 
that given X conditions of hving, it's only natural 
that you get Y patterns of cultural development. 
Others, the "Ideahsts", trace the history of their 
field as a chain of ideas, frequently emanating 
from one or two influential men or from a more or 
less accidental stimulation from the Government. 

•Edited by A. L. McLeod, 1963, Melbourne: Oxford 
University Pres.s. Price £ 3 / 0 / 0 . 

Examples of this orientation are John Passmore 
(Philosophy), Alan McLeod (Theatre, Music) 
and Daniel Thomas (Art) . 

The architect of the book, Editor McLeod, 
the man who should know better than the others, 
disclaims all vision of the grand cultural purpose 
in Australia. "The growth of an identifiable and 
characteristic culture in a new land is unpredic­
table; it follows no particular and established 
sequence or time-table and is governed by no 
known, immutable laws!" Why, for instance, has 
Australia, in the past, been comparatively un-
enhghtened culturalK, even in relative tenns, 
when our standard of living, long periods of 
peace and prosperity, degree of literacy, amount 
of leisure time, democratic freedom, British heri­
tage and the independent attitudes of our people 
would all seem to favour a swift cultural flower­
ing? Perhaps it has just been a matter of time 
before we could estabhsh an intellectual stabihty, 
and the Austrahan cultural tree may now, at last, 
be loaded with blossoms, befitting its healthy 
state. Several of the authors would seem to think 
so, and most of them report proudly on the 
achievements of only 185 years. McLeod himself 
writes in this tone in his Introduction, and yet 
his two chapters, on the Theatre and Music in 
Austraha, are strikiugh pessimistic. Why is it 
that countries with few of Austraha's advantages 
e.g. Moorish Spain, Stuart England or Renaissance 
Italy, have been far more productive culturally 
than Contemporar\ Australia per capita of popu­
lation, let alone per capita of literate population? 
The explanation is obviously not simple or easy. 

Would we turn to the materialistic or the 
idealistic explanation of cultural history to ac­
count for the comparatively greater development 
of the "adornment" cultures (e.g. literature. 
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philosophy, painting) than the practical ones 
(science, architecture and industrial arts) in this 
down-to-earth masculine-oriented Austraha. 
(Although it should be pointed out that the 
adomniciit cultures ha\e been treated in Austraha 
in a realistic fashion, focussed as they have been 
on the struggle of man and nature, rather than 
on the metaphysical, the cosmic and the beauti­
ful). Vi'hat explanation would we seek to ac­
count for the ideological difference between Mel­
bourne and Sydney intellectuals, which was parti­
cularly pronounced between the 1920s and 50s. 
This difference, which has been pointed out be­
fore (for e.g. by Manning-Clark Australian 
Civilization, edited by P. Coleman, in connection 
with theology), is elaborated by Passmore and 
Thomas in their magnificent chapters in this 
book on Philosophy and .Art re.speetivel). What 
differences in the social structure of the Melbourne 
and Sydney communities could account for the 
collectivist social amelioration orientation of tht 
former and the individualistic, libertarian orient­
ation of the latter? 

The explanation for the development of ari\ 
pattern of culture can best be given in Anderson-
ian tenns, as interpreted by Passmore: "The idea 
of complexity: to understand anything is to see it 
as a complex of co-operating and conflicting 
tendencies." "Reahsm proposes as the provision­
al solution of any problem the interaction of 
complex things." 

And now that we have established that the 
explanation for our pattern of culture is complic­
ated and obscure let us pass the problem over to 
the social historians and anthropologists with a 
si^li of relief and return to the book itself.i 

The editor of such a book has an unenviable 
task. Not only has he to plan the scope and the 

IThe revieuer ll.l^ aUiinpted to giapplc with thi', pi()l>lfm 
nm< h . l c r c in Westerly (1961K 

topics, and to choose suitable people to write 
the chapters, but he also has to get their agree­
ment. Considering that McLeod, an Austrahan, 
o\idently has hved in America for several years, 
he has done very well to assemble the team. 
One nice thing about the authors is that, no 
matter what field the> are asked to represent, 
the>- are mosth' well-trained and skilled in English 
expression. But one suspects that some of them 
were second or even third choices in their field, 
and one can s>Tnpathize with the Editor for 
having to omit fields altogether for want of a 
suitable author. How else could one account 
tor the absurdity of a collection that aims to 
•present as complete a picture of the total social 

and intellectual milieu of Austraha as is feasible", 
without a chapter on social and pohtical move­
ments, ideologies and pubhc attitudes. Other 
relevant topics that have either been inadequately 
treated or omitted altogether include: Australian 
politics, the status and the role of intellectuals 
in the community, the press and mass media, 
'Australian" democracy and freedom. We hear a 
lot about Australians' freedom from . . . hunger, 
poverty, civil strife, etc., but httle about freedom 
to , . . import books of one's choice, express one­
self freely on prominent people of the past, on 
religion, monarchy and the R.S.L. without legally-
backed suppression or repression by pubhc out­
cry. 

Despite the fact that even today about one 
quarter of the population is deeply involved in 
religion, and also that religious influences have 
been strong in the shaping of pubhc attitudes, it 
was decided to omit a chapter on this topic on the 
lirounds that it is not a cultural force. In its place 
we get a chapter by J. H. Bell on the aboriginal 
culture, a most useful and well-conceived intro­
duction to the subject, especially on relations 
between the Aborigines and the Whites, for any­
one who happens to think of looking for it there. 

"Etertj prodtictiou of HAMLET is a reflection of 
Ihc director . . . ]eana Bradley in hci producer's note ft, 

the first production al the New Fortunt^. 

Atid every production of HUMES is a reflection of 
the industrial developn^ent of Western Australia. 

HUMES LTD. 
FOR EVERYTHING IN C O N C R E T E 
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Despite its quahty, this chapter is a complete 
irrelevance to the theme of the book. And yet 
there is no chapter on Austrahan demography, 
or on the post-War immigrants who outnumber 
the aborigines twenty-fold. 

The editorial polic>' required the chapter 
authors to describe the historical background of 
their topics and to record Austraha's cultural 
achievements up to this time. They have all 
done this well, and in some cases too well, as 
their hstings of historical figures and contemporar> 
colleagues sometimes smack of fear of being 
charged with ignoring a member of their own 
brotherhood. The catalogue of names and titles 
is inclined to become the wood that obscures 
the trees, but if these chapters are treated instead 
as readily accessible introductorx- reviews to the 
history of a cultural area, for e.g. philosophy, 
historiography or music, they could be quite 
valuable. Their usefulness is enhanced by some 
very sensible bibhographies for further reading 
at the end of each chapter which are, unfortun­
ately, not cited with the pubhsher's name. The 
value of the book for scholarship is hindered by 
A very inadequate index, the entries for which 
appear to have been selected by lot from all ot 
the possible ones. 

Who will the book please and who wiU it 
distress? Experts in the areas covered are bound 
to be disappointed on occasions where the authors 
happen to have different views from their own, 
but if they are open-minded enough they can 
come awa>' with new information and a new idea 
or two. For example, Sydney Baker's well-known 
scholarship into the origins of the Austrahan 
language now turns up Enghsh origins for some 
of Austraha's most cherished words, such as to be 
awake to some-one; to queer (meaning to spoil), 
and even, can we bring ourselves to admit it. 
larrikin, dinkum, barrack and cobber are second­
hand. After that, one wonders how the Austrahan 
Language can really deserve a chapter of its own, 
but the answer must surely be Baker's perceptive 
analysis of Austrahan humour. Baker also repeats 
the oft-quoted contention of linguists that there 
are no regional differences in the Austrahan ac­
cent; every amateur linguist knows that there 
are, and it's up to the experts to track them dovm 
in all their subtlety. 

There are many other surprises and insights in 
the book to stimulate the reader who is suflBciently 
interested to wade through the mass of detail. 
Russel Ward's usual briUiant analysis of the his­
torical influences on the Australian character and 

of the important changes since World War II is a 
good example. He argues that tlie tension between 
the "British" and the "Austrahan" aspects of our 
culture is now being replaced by confhct betweoi 
a combined Anglo-Austrahan tradition and new 
American influences. I, for one, have no doubt 
that the American tradition is wirming here, just 
as surely as the Enghsh, European and American 
orientations to hfe are themselves converging 
towards a mean that will be more American than 
traditionally European. 

Bassett's chapter on Education contains a bal­
anced perspective on the orientation and philos­
ophy of Australian education which he describes 
as being an uneasy equihbrium between the con­
servative and the hberal and oriented primarily 
towards tjualifying students to enter a vocation. 
McLeod's thrusts at the bungling of the Eliza-
iiethan Trust and at the lack of interest in the 
development of instrumental musicians are both 
startling and salutary. 

Manx of the contentions made in the book 
are debatable. For instance, .McLeod's statement 
that Austrahans are culturalK- permissive and 
that literary censorship is insubstantial on the 
standards of other countries (even the account 
of the Lady Chatterly legal proceedings seems 
to be prohibited here, according to The Bulletin 
of December 28, 1963). Other dubious state­
ments are: Russel Ward's that the trend towards 
conformit> has gone much less far in Austraha 
than in the U.S.A. and Wadham's claim that 
.Australia's scientific contribution is adequate for 
its population—despite our two recent .\obel 
Prize Winners it does not compare per head of 
population with Britain or Canada, for example, 
and the record of research output by Austrahan 
Universities is poor. Thomas' assertion that 
Victorian architectural concepts, even Victorian 
mf)rals, are stiU more pervasive in Austraha than 
anywhere else in the world surely overlooks the 
Soviet Union or South Africa. 

Some of the authors are courageous enough 
to give awards, such as "Jon Molvig's portraits 
are the best since Dobell". Taking my cue from 
them, the best chapters are those written by Rus­
sel Ward, Hadgraft, Passmore, McLeod (Music), 
Bassett, Thomas and Waters. But all of the 
chapters are worth reading and the volume should 
be welcomed to the increasing hbrarj- of works 
on the Austrahan way of life. It will prove 
valuable to both casual readers and scholars in 
Australia and abroad. 
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G. G. Allen 

RECOURSE TO FAILURE? 

BOOKS, IN their various guises, have become the 
vehicles of our expanding civilization, both 
spatially and temporally. Libraries have 

existed since ancient times, but only in the last 
lew centuries have the>' multiplied and become 
the accepted storehouses of available knowledge 
for all civilized communities. As the pace of 
contemporar>' investigations quickens, and more 
and more pages pour off the world's presses, 
librarians in particular are concerned with the 
problems involved in maintaining adequate and 
effective libraries that can meet the needs of 
their communities. 

Being late starters, Austrahan libraries com­
pared with their European and North American 
counterparts, may sometimes be considered under-
de\'eloped. Consciousness of this relative position, 
of a possible current failure to make any major 
impression on their deficit, of their physical isol­
ation one from the other and from the major 
libraries of the world, and of certain competitive 
weaknesses within the community, has led Aust­
ralian libraries, or at least some of their leaders, 
to look abroad for evaluations of their predica­
ments from time to time. Thus in 1961 there 
came to Austraha, Maurice F. Tauber, a Professor 
of Library .Science at Columbia University, New 
\'ork, at the invitation of the Austrahan .ad­
visor) Council on Bibliographical Sciences 
(A.A.C.O.B..S.), charged with the task of sur-
\eying the resources of Austrahan hbraries. Four 
thousand questionnaires, 162 libraries, six months' 
field work, and two years of indigestion later, 
the report of the survey has appeared.* 

In the introduction to the report thirteen ob­
jectives are listed, all in generalities. There ma> 
even be some measure of incompatibihty in these 
expressed hopes, in that, e.g. objective 10 states 
•'To facilitate inter-hbrary lending especially in 

" lAUBER, Maurict F.—Resources of Australian lib­
raries. Summary report of a survey conducted in 1961 
for the Australian Advisory Council on Bibliographical 
Services. Canberra, A.A.C.O.B.S., 1963 , pp .42 . 

advance of a retrospective union catalogue" while 
in 12, we read "To supplement permanently the 
use of a Union catalogue both current and retro­
spective"! However the general tenor of the 
objectives suggests a de.sirc for precise compara-
li\c assessments <i( the holdings of the major 
libraries, compared with eacli other and also 
with some, imdefinetl, absolute standard. 

Sucli an assignment uuist have re(juired an 
herculean efFort by even the most omniscient 
surve>or, and even then the very active co­
operation of the staffs of all participating hb­
raries would have been an essential auxiliary. If 
the report fails to achieve its objectives excuses 
are ready to hand; no human being could hope 
for such a grasp of the literature of all fields of 
knowledge as would allow the assessments requir­
ed in the time available, and the Professor was 
demonstrabl) human; and professional rumour 
has it that the enthusiasm with which .Austrahan 
libraries received the surve>' was at the least un­
equal in its distribution. But notwithstanding this 
the Report as pubhshed falls so far .short of the 
avowed aims that it is difficult to see where it is 
relevant to any of the thirteen pf)ints, let alone 
to see it as a major aid in enlightening the coun­
sels of the nation on the state and need of our 
hbraries. 

As one of die non-voluntar>' hbrarians parti­
cipating in the surve> this reviewer is sceptical 
whether the methods employed could have done 
more tlian permit of wide generalisations, most 
of whicli could have been stated bv an>' com­
petent Australian hbrarian with a varied practical 
experience, or which, having been stated, leave 
no-one tlie \^•iser anywa>'. Thus among the pre-
liminarx generahties are such sentences as "Lib­
raries in Australia have never had enough funds 
to purchase materials and to organize and pres­
erve them", which, standing virtually in isolation 
—its context does not amplify the points that 
seem to be implied—and, in so far as one does 
not press it to its illogical conclusion, has been 
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in \arying degrees stated by probably every hb­
rarian in the country many times over. What 
we reall)' want to know is how much money is the 
minimum requirement to maintain a library of a 
c<=rtain type or cahbre at a level comparable to 
some estabhshed and known standard; but on 
such controversial points this report is completely 
silent. 

The report is advisabl\ a "simunao report' 
and, as such, one should not look for much 
detail of the metliods employed or of the evi­
dence assembled. These are however only likel\ 
to be of interest to the professionally involved, 
and are only really worth investigating if the con­
clusions seem misleading. Such conclusions as 
there are appear either so obvious as to have 
been virtually self-evident, or so intangible as 
to border on the meaningless. Thus we are 
informed that "There are no research collections 
in classical Greek and Latin language and hter­
ature, but there are a number of good teaching 
collections . . ." or "There is considerable strength 
in Enghsh language and literature in Austrahan 
libraries". Again the assessment that "Collec­
tions in social research are universally ver)' 
weak" is followed immediately by "There is some 
strength in general sociology in the National Lib-
rar\, the Public Library of N.S.W. and the 
Librarx Board of W.A.," and "None of the 
University hbraries has a research collection in 
this field but the University of Western Austraha 
has some strength in social anthropology". It is 
nowhere clear whether statements such as these 
are really indicative of confused thinking, or 
niereh result from a failure to define terms. 
Not only is no guidance given on the nature of 
"research", "teaching", "working" collections, but 
such presumably quantitative qualifications as 
"comprehensive", "extensive",, "shght" etc. are 
>;iven no absolute or relative significance. As 
the report is virtualK innocent of statistical in­
formation, no one without personal knowledge of 
the hbraries concerned can see any meaning in 
such descriptions, and, as this "analysis" of Ub-
rary holding accounts for fourteen of the twenty-
seven text pages, the value of the survey to the 

national planners for whom it was in part intend­
ed seems minimal. 

If the description of the resources of Austrahan 
libraries has failed either to describe or evaluate, 
it is hardly surprising that Professor Tauber has 
no solid recommendations to make for the "im­
provement of our hbraries". In a chapter of two 
.ind a half pages, under this very heading, he 
even states that "It would be foolhardy for the 
(onsultant to propose a programme for the dev­
elopment of Austrahan library resources. This 
will, of course, be a task for Australian hbrarians, 
who ha\e alrcadx demonstrated that they have 
the vxill a id the skill . . .". His general comment 
can be siunmed up as "carry on", and while he 
is aware of the need to woo greater pubhc and 
official support for hbrary development and for 
the hbrarx profession, he offers no guidance as 
to how much is desirable nor as to any scheme 
of priorities which could reasonably be expected 
to be unavoidable in a practical policy. 

If the "Resources of Australian Libraries", or 
"The Tauber Report" as it is subtitled and as it 
will probably henceforth be known in hbrary 
circles, fails wildly to reahse the objectives to­
wards which it was launched, is this due to the 
technitjue, to the surveyor, or to a major mis­
calculation in the drafting of the terms of refer­
ence? Was there in fact any demonstrable need 
for a survey b\ an imported consultant, or even 
for a national assessment of library resources? 

The nature of the report as it stands, and of 
the unpublished and much bulkier draft report 
that was circulated among co-operating hbraries, 
is its own proof that the technique was unsuited 
to the task. \ 'o clear picture of Austraha's hb­
rary resources emerges, and none of the wordy ob­
jectives about "reveahng hidden resources" are 
achieved—^possibly of course there are none to 
reveal! Not only this, but the impressions given 
of specific libraries are disjointed, full of remark­
able emphases on the obvious or incongruous, and 
despite some seasoning with numerical statements 
on holdings in the draft, sadly lacking in any 
adequate statistical sampljtng. Obviously six 
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months is too short a period in which to survey 
162 libraries—perhaps two each working day on 
average—while the reliance on hbrary staff with 
widely differing interpretations of questions and 
availability of time to devote to the survey en­
sured generally incomparable responses to the 
questionnaire. 

It is also questionable whether an outsider, 
even an eminent one, would be equipped for a 
survey of such a countr)' as Australia. Our prob­
lems are in part geographical, a little historical, 
and considerably pohtical and economic. No 
itinerant consultant can really absorb the signi­
ficance of all these factors, and at best he will 
reflect advice received from the natives en passant. 
Any worthwhile hbrarian, given the time and staff, 
can and will make an adequate assessment of his 
hbrary's condition, and he is invariably better 
placed than the casual visitor to relate his findings 
to the needs of the community in which he hves 
and works. It is perhaps regrettable that it is 
easier to finance a grand visitation than to provide 
adequate support for the man on the job. 

But what could a survey do that did not in 
effect make comprehensive hsts of books and 
journals, tasks already being undertaken on a 
national scale? It is one thing to point to ap­
parent weaknesses in hbrary collections, but quite 
another to fill them. In many of the sciences the 
turn-over of the hteratiue is such that it would 
be very hard to justify any major programme of 
retrospective acquisitions: the Report has made 
httle criticism of current acquisition pohcies in 
Science. And in the humanities one wonders, 
apart from early editions etc. which may in any 
event be generally diflBcult to acquire, how much 
real deprivation exists. Research, in the humani­
ties in particular, is essentially rewarding as a 
process and it can be argued that any research 
worker in Austraha choosing to study in an ob­

scure field in which our hbraries are demonstrably 
inadequate, has made a serious error of judge­
ment. But there are happily few fields in which 
it is impossible to select an avenue of investiga­
tion for which some adequate materials are avail­
able. This is not to deny the desirabihty of 
including a wide subject range of materials in 
our major hbraries, but it is essential to see these 
in perspective. 

Each State and University hbrary exists within 
a small and largeK isolated community, by 
European or American standards, and should be 
judged in this context. The highest quahty of 
intellectual work can, and is, achieved under such 
conditions, and it is a gross misrepresentation to 
suggest that in some way quality of research is 
a function of the size of hbrar\ collections. Even 
in the United States there is only one Library 
of Congress, and the libraries of the Universities 
of Harvard, Yale, Cornell, etc., are outstanding as 
much in comparison with those of the less well 
endowed Universities as for their undoubted in­
trinsic excellence. Yet research still flourishes in 
Iowa and Florida. By British standards, if Ox­
ford, Cambridge and London are excluded, our 
.\ustralian University Libraries are by no means 
over-shadowed, and may indeed be the better 
placed for books of more recent vintage. 

If all these criticisms are allowed, and the 
Tauber Report is in itself dismissed as an unfor­
tunate misplacement of zeal and finance, there 
remains a more disturbing image of .\ustrahan 
librarianship as diffident of its own professional 
competence. That this image has no real founda­
tion in fact is perhaps exemphfied by the rank 
and file indifference to the document under review 
and by the not insignificant progress in the recent 
growth of hbrary facilities and buildings through­
out Australia. 
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YOUTH 
TO T H E 

I 

Australia's young people, on whom the nation's 
future depends, are distinguishing themselves 
in many important spheres — and Shell is 
helping many of them to give their best 
performances. 
At academic levels, Shell scholarships and 
bursaries give tangible encouragement to 

students and graduates. Cultural pursuits are encouraged by awards 
such as the £1,000 Shell Aria at the Canberra National Eisteddfod. 
In some sports, special coaching clinics sponsored by Shell teach 
young players the rudiments and finer points of the game — in others, 
promising youngsters receive opportunities, also provided by Shell, 
to improve their standards and techniques under competitive 
conditions. 
Shell believes that any contribution it 
makes to developing the youth of the 
nation is a sound investment. 
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IN CALEDONIA TYPE-FACE A.ND I'RI.NTED BY .VLPHA PRINT PTY, LTD., PERTH, W.A. 



JOHN KEATS 
Bronze cast from a life mask 

(I hca]) 

Of candied apple, quince, and /)/»/». and i^ourd; 

With jellies soother than the ereanuj curd. 

And lucent .vi/co/w, tinct witli cinnanion; 

Manna and dates, in ariiosy transferrd 

From Fez; ami spiced dainties, every one, 

From silken Samarcand to cedar d Lebanon. 

from T H E EVE OF ST. AGNES 

KEATS'S GLOWING IMAGINATION COULD ONLY CONJURE UP EXOTIC DELICACIES WHICH 

IN THE MODERN WORLD ARE AVAILABLE AT EVERY ONE OK T O M THE C H E A P GROCER'S 

86 STORES T H R O U G H O U T A U S T R A L I A . 


