




















































































affects the teaching profession. Such a fear seems to be prevalent - whether 
jll stifi ed or not is something open to argument - in ollr own university among 
some of the students committed to the teaching profession. 

This is not the only way in which exaggerated concern with careers under­
mincs cducati on. Education is after all not a phase of one's lif e but a lif e-long 
pursuit. It is a way of lif e which involves the habit of reading, not only in a 
speciali sed fi eld, but over a diversity of fi elds including the humaniti es, sciences 
and arts - although as a precaution against dil ettantism, the importance of 
serious study in one fi eld has to he emphasised. If the educator is asked what 
authority he has for so demarcating the scope of an educational programme, his 
repl y must be - the authority of Life itself , or better still , the nature of reality, 
no special aspect of which can properl y be understood unless related at least 
in a generalised way, to other fi eJds - neither nature without mankind, nor the 
study of mankind without an understanding of his physical environment. 

The humanities should be related to the sciences not merely for the sake 
of diversit y itself , or in the beli ef that an students should be familiar with the 
actual subject matter of - say - economics or geography. Perhaps it is faulty 
teaching practice in the humanities that makes it possible for science professors 
to elude their responsibiJiti es bv saying - science students are too busy to 
indulge in lengthy reading courses lik e Engli sh or history. 

There is a lif etime for reading - during the years of formal education it is 
suffi cient that the student become interested in books, and acquire the ability 
to foll ow up ideas through reading and discussion. The importance of the 
humaniti es in any educational programme is that it is in these fields that 
passions most strongly prevail, ancl the nature of the subject matter is a chalJenge 
to the student to discover his own prejudices and unexamined assumptions, and 
to make an honest attempt to see things as they are. It is the fi elel most lik ely 
to offer a training in objective reasoning. No other argument is needed to 
justif y the assertion that an educational programme without the humaniti es 
is not education. Other arguments fr equently advanced only confuse the issue 
- if the humanities are restored to their rightful place in Australian education 
because "industrial chemists need to know something about economics and 
industrial relati ons" or because "education in the humanities is education in 
good citi zenship", the needs of education itself - the pursuit of knovvledge for 
its own sake, and in a spirit of disinterestedness - may be sacrifi ced to the anti­
educational demands of the community. Emphaticall y, the responsibility of 
eciucationalinstitutions to the communtiy is not to meet public demand inclis­
cdiminately, or to further public aims. 

Of course there is a connecti on between the teaching of humaniti es and 
educati on in citi zenship. It is quite safe to speak of education in citizenship 
if it is clearl y recognised that education does not recognise national boundaries. 
Any teacher, no matter what be teaches or where he teaches must have a feeling 
of deep regret if he is unable to sav to himself I have done my best to encourage 
these young people to think clearly - to be mentally alert in a world which has 
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so perfected the machinery of propaganda that a big ci ty, in spite of communica­
tions and the di versity of activities ca n be as narrow and insular as the isolatecl 
vill age of two l1l1'ndrecl years ago . If he is unabl e to say this then he has fail ed 
to foster good citizensh ip. 

IP H.OFESSOH. 
Australian 
hllmaniti es 

n..FHEElvfAN BUTTS in hi s book "Ass umptions U nderlying 
Ed ucation" (1954) criti cises the subordinate position of the 
in Austra lian institutions of education. He wri tes : 

" It seems to me th at you cannot dismiss social studies 'vvithOllt the 
most ca reful and rigorous attempt to find a rationale of teaching that 
wou ld req u.irc careful attention to the development of judgments con­
cernin g those isues of life and death which will facc Australian yo uths 
when thcv become adu lts . .. " (page 41). 

Now obviously as it is impossibl e to teach everything about history or 
geography - some topics a re included, others excluded. Professor Butts makes 
the sound sugges tion that in the school s the individual teacher should be less 
ri gicllv bound to a syll abus (page 64), more fr ee, presumably, to choose topics in 
which he is parti cularl y interested . "Vithout doubt the teacher has more hope 
of arousing enthusiasm in the student - the desire to learn - whcre he has this 
fr eedom. In maki ng this criti cism Professor Butts has clone a serv.ice to Aus­
tralian tecah ers and the ca use of education. 

L ess happy, however, is his suggestion that the criterion used in deter­
mining th e content of courses in the humanities should be : does this information 
throw light on contemporary controversy? is this topic relevant to present-day 
probl ems of Australian society? 

The educator is of co urse concern ed about the sort of decision his fell ow­
countrymen are making . He hopes that they will be the right decisions - and 
by this he means , not his own decisiOns, but objective decisions . (May they 
coincide! is an afterthought .) To acquire a detached outlook towards our own 
society and its problems, nothing hclps more than a study of other societies, 
and 01' the past, where our own personal welfare is less directl y involved . IF 
thc educationa l programme is ori ented around present probl ems of Australian 
society th ere is a danger that the importance of detachment will be overlooked. 

The danger is enh anced if, with Professor Butts, we believe that the univer­
siti es should be advoca tes of social and public service, not "devotees of the 
life of th e mind." Is there a choice for the university between these two roles? 
Or is it that b y concernin g itself with the life of the mind - the pursuit of 
knowl edge and attack on obscurantism - that the university best serves the 
community? 

Throughout Professor Butts' book runs the theme that on the one hand 
thcre is knowl edge,- and on the other hand society, and institutions of educa­
tion should he concerned with those fi elds of knowledge which appear to be 
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relevant to the circllmstances and aspira tions of that spec ifi c socie ty. Comment­
ill g on the narro wness of th e science courses, ProFessor Butts ad versely criticises 

"the prevailing assump tion (in Australia) that organized knowledge 
should he the govern ing authority for content and method, r ather th an 
the needs and growth of th e learner or the needs and future of socie ty" 
(page 42) . 

T he concep ti on of educa tion here is sharply opposed to th e idea, presented 
in thi s arti cle, that the claims of organized knowledge must precede all other 
claims in education. The narrow course in science is to be criticised because 
in its very narrowness it imposes an arbitrary barrier on knowledge. Professor 
Butts makcs a p lea for a more diversified course, but havin g pulled dO'vvn on e 
ba rri er - th at between the humanities and sciences - he sets up another ­
between knowledge relevant to a par ticular society and knowledge which is not 
relevant. 

It is of course tru e th at the content of education courses will b e affected 
b y the na ture of th at society. Professor Butts refers to thi s fact first of all 
in outlinin g his own concepti on of the nature of education. 

"Edu ca tion is an integral aspect of the society and culture in which it 
exists. E duca tion reflects the way of life of a people, their customs and 
t raditions, their aspira tions and fears, their co m111on values and con­
Ri cts. E ducation is affected by the institutions, ideas and b eliefs of a 
Society, and in turn it helps to shape the social and intellectual life of 
a culture ." 

All this is tn1e, but not parti cularly inform ative. Basically it says little more 
than th at edu ca tion, like all things that ex ist, is affected by its environment 
and acts upon .its environment. "Vhen we start thinking about th e philosophy 
of education - and there .i s a timely suggestion from Professor Butts that this 
is a subject which Australi an educationalists are inclined to ignore - one of the 
most importan t iss ues th at has to be faced is this: is such a stat ement a descrip ­
tion of what education is? Is the scope of education to be determined by the 
re levance of certain aspects of knowl edge to the nature and aims of a society? 
T he answer is surely - no. If we insist on a close relationship between Aus­
tralian eclu cati on and Australian society, there is the danger that in the teaching 
of the hllm aniti es th e goal will be not objectivi ty but the acceptance of specific 
attitudes and beliefs. H avin g made th at point th e earli er statement "education 
observes no national bound aries" has to be qualified . F or there is a sense in 
which educa ti O'l JaI programmes in Australia should be more concerned w ith 
thin gs Australian . 

For th e sake of both edu ca tion and culture it is to be h oped that the 
sti mul ation of criti cism and of crea tive self-expression keep p ace with one 
another. It is worth recallin g th e conditions in the 1890's , a highwater mark 
of Australian culture; th ere was plenty of nationalist fervo ur, but a conspicuous 
lack of complacencv ahout th e state of Australian society. 
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Co r responden ce 

REASON VERSUS RELIGION: 
A REPLY TO MR. I(OVESI 

1 hope that YOll will grant me space in which to make some comment 
on an article by Mr. Julius Kovesi in "' Vinthrop Beview". Emerging from a 
wealth of quotation, and implicit in the wh ole of his contribution , under the 
heading of "In D efencc of Beason", is th e in sinuation that the person who has 
no theological faith on which to rest his morals Blust, perforce, be a fellow 
of doubtful probity. 

Pending the cstablishm ent of a "natural theology" (whatever that will be) 
the writer to some ex tent justifies the critic, but only jf the criticism can be 
made to appear to strcngthen the religious case, somewhat in the manncr that 
heresy helped to develop revealed religion. Why "revealed" religion had to 
wait to be improved until mankind itself had "developed" .is a sad re flecti on 
on a "Bevealer", one would think. 

He also claims that his poi'nt is clearly mad e for him in thcse words: ''[n 
theology, as in an y other science, the main thing is not to he pious but to 
be right." 

Since whcn has the-ology been a science'? And, if right (twth) were to 
make piety obsolete, would he accept it as right '? 

Now, "the rather sad picture" of the a th eist trying "to ge t hold of anything 
which will show th e theist in the role of an unscientific fool". No need : wb en 
he sees the theist joining Genesis to Geology, or Biology to th e Bible, the 
atheist may well smile and go his way. 

The abovc charge agai nst the atheist is watered down somewhat in a foot­
note which says that many responsible (sic) atheis ts, on the basis of even a 
"probability" of th ere bein g a God, "see a good reason to remain silent". The 
ath eist is not likely to grant probability even if he admits possibility, but why 
should he be "silent",? Thc clerics with no more at their backs than th e same 
possibility, are not expected to be mute; and may I suggest a more bread-and­
butter explanation for the doubters' silence'? 

Accllsing :Mrs. Margaret Knight (who is the subject of his commentary) 
of bein g "unscientific" and "unphilosophical", he proceeds to introduce reason 
as a method of arriving at conclusions about a Deity's place in the scheme of 
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thiugs -"reaso lliug;' from the "b ct" of revelatloll or h om tha t of everyday ' 
experi ence; but what is the "fact" of revelation but a q uestion-begging ass ump­
tion, which, he admits, had to be, or is being, "made clear" as heresy foll ows 
he resy, a process which 'will ultimately di spose of "revelati on" altogether. 

T he atheist sees no evidence strong enough to convince him (or her) that 
tll ere is, in control of phenomena, an y conscious supern atural force to whi ch 
he can look for in stru cti on or guidance .in behaviour . H e, th erefore, thinks t hat 
morality is, and must continu c to be, a matter fo r hum anity itself to formulate 
its cod es and to relv on itself for their ohservan ce. H e sees no reaSO'!l to link 
thi s with an y belief in th e existence of gods, kn owin g, as he does, tha t manv 
who hold no such beliefs Ji ve quite decent li ves, while Ill an y who do arc 
delinq ucnt . If all thi s amounts to be ing unphil osophi ca l th en so mu ch th e 
worse for phil osophy. 

Our wri ter n ex t upbraid s ?-drs. Knight for her m utu a l exc lu sion of "suLfer­
ing" and "God", and her consequ ent "misunderstan ding" of Christi·anity with 
its "symbol of sufferin g": but, surely it is one of the signs of mental and Jll ora l 
progress to seek to lessen sufferin g. Scienti sts (some of th em anyway) are 
work ing to this end in a q uite untheisti c way; a bl asphcmous way rea ll y (if 
cross-hearin g is a divine ly ordained di sciplin e) - bu t who cond emns th em? 

"T he oth er po.int", he says, "is her warning to parents and others of the 
danger of tcachin g children 'religion''' . H e then p roceeds to throw th e onus 
on her (aml us) of resolvin g the differences betvveen lun g an d F reud rega rdin g 
th e nature of God . All thi s seems to add up to a claim tha t such a compara­
ti vcly simple Ill atter as reali sin g th e ha rmfulness of brin ging up children in an 
a tmosphere of fear and falsity can onl y be dea lt with by academic '- ologists', 
whi ch is absurd. Lots of folk have arri ved at the concl usion that the Bible 
coull! he di spensed with by way of pl a in commonscnse w ith out the aiel (?) of 
lh e confusing and conflictin g theorising of the pedants. 

"\tVhenever the spirit of god is excluded, an un conscious subst itu te takes 
its p lace"- .l ung, aga.in ; (b ut is not an y form of reli gion a "substi tute" Jor some 
oth er? It is with a totality of re lig ions that the a-theist deals); and , ye t again , 
" .. , . among those treated (by him) many were seeking a religious outlook 
on li fe". Quite li kel y: but thev wo uld be patholog ical cases an yway, sufferin g 
so me solace For their mental troubles, probably "hangovers" h om previous 
re lig ious indulgence. This cl oes not take into account a ll th ose who, although 
rejecting all religions and god-concepts, li ve quite normal lives. T here is no 
l)()orer "customer" for thc psychi atrist than th e convinced athe ist : havin g success­
full v cleared his mind of ghosts and gods he faccs up to the facts of liFe (and 
ciea th ) fa r more serenely than do those with re ligiOUS worries, 

Ivl1'. Kovesi makes a rath er astcmishing asserti on when he 'vvrites of the 
"disease of un consc iolls religion which becomes epidemic when lll an is fi lched 
(sic) of his Goel." This may be true of th e person who has not cleared his 
mind of, or grown beyond, the need for any religion or god . To the atheist , 
God , whether a ttached to SOllle material thin g or associated with some tenuous 
"spirit", is no more than an idea, \Vho would "fil ch" an idea which he had 
himself rejected ? T he supposition underlyin g the statement is that a hole or 
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a vacuum is left, which, if oue god-idea 1S excluded, will be irnlflediately and 
mischievously fill ed by anothcr. If we can relate an "idea" to tangible matter 
it wo uld bc just as logical to say that a man had his galhtones "pinched", or 
th at the removal of a tumour leaves room for anoth er to grow . Th e surgeon 
hopes th at the gall -bladcler will heal , and healthy ti ssue replace th e tumour. 

III thc last q uotation of the article the authority says " . ... inner godl ess­
ness in prac tice". \"'hat cloes this mcan? Unless "godl ess" in its context, is 
'equated w it i, "sinful" or f'wicked", the words have no meanin g: if it is, its 
content is nonsensical and malicious. Apart from sllch alternative values how 
ca ll one "practice" godlessness? This, along with the use of emotive words 
li ke "irrcsponsible" opinio'ns, and th e "filch ed" already referred to, indica tes 
not a "defence of reason" but a biassed approach to the subject, and a gross 
misll sc fa lan guagc, reprehensibl e in one who seeks to lead in enlightened 
thought. 

To return Jor a moment to Mrs. Knight - let us not forget that she was, 
in her br ief addresses, speaking to the ordinary ru'll of B.B.C. listeners, rather 
th all to an)' of the cults, and it is to her credit that she can make herself 
understood - onl y too well , it vvould appear - and that is where she bas given 
oftence in some quarters. ("The common peopl e heard Him gladl y", and we 
kn ow how Author ity reacted 011 that occasion. ) Sbe could have talked "over 
th e heads" of th e multitude and would then have been appl auded by those 
who now chide her. Instead she chose to make herself clear and that, sad to 
sav, is not th e "clone thing" in many cases. vVe need more like her, with more 
than an odd twenty-minu te opportunity to refute those who have uill irnited 
timc to press their views. 

Good luck to her says, 
YO lll'S very truly, 

COLLIN COATES 
(.Member of Rationalist Press Associati on, U.K.) 
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• These }loelllS ha.ve beell 
tl'!lllsiatecl !mllL the Frellch 
bu RAN DOLPH STOW. 

Three Poems by Clement Marot 
(1496-1544) 
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OF ANNE, WHO THEEW SNOvV AT HIM 

Anne, in her sport, threw me a dart of snow, 
Whi ch 1 thou ght cold - \ovho would think differently?­
Hut it was fire; as to my grief I know, 
For all my bein g was kindled instantly. 

all, if thc fire is lodging secretl y 
Even in snow, where shaH I find a place 
\~7h ere I am safe From burning? Anne, your grace 
Can quench this fir e 1 feel, your grace alone; 
And not by water, not by snow or ice, 
But by ad mittin g fi re strong as my own. 
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TO ANNE, SCOLDED FOH MAHOT'S SAKE 

Since these rhymes which for you, Anne, I compose 
Have caused you to be scolded, sister, friend, 
Then just it is my hand should now repose, 
This I have clone: my pen's work I suspend; 
Ink, paper, and my pal e and \-vasted hanel, 
Hepose all three by your authority; 
But never shall my soul so patient stanel, 
For you have wounded it too grievously; 
Forgive my verses, then, the injury 
Th at th ey have caused; I say in their defense 
That they shall make you live eternally­
And could vou ask for fairer recompense? 

OF THE MONTI-I OF MAY, AND OF ANNE 

May, who was gowned in robes of bright new green 
Sown with sweet flowers , one day took her place, 
And when she saw my love, with great chagrin 
At such fresh beauty, coloured her green face, 
Saying to me: "You think her to efface 
The flowers that I bear, when she comes b y"; 
I answered her : "All of your flowers die 
Incontinent, when winter's hand comes hither ; 
But for all time shall flourish bright and high 
My lady's virtu es; them Death cannot wither", 



REVIEWS 
"The Legend of the Nineties" - - - ­
By Vance Palmer. Melbourne Univer­
sity Press, 1954; 175 pp. Price, 25/-. 

Vance Palmer's "The Legend of the 
Nineties" is a more important book than 
its title indicates. Palmer sets out, os­
tensibl y to examine "the legend of the 
Australian nineties as a period of intense 
arti stic and literary activity, in which 
th e genius of this young country had 
a brief and brilliant first flowering." 
'''Tider qu estions immediately emerge, 
with the author's connivance. Is there 
an Australian national tradition recog­
nisable in literature and the arts, poli­
tics and society? If so, wb at are its 
characteristics, ,"vhence does it derive, 
vvhat is its present force and potential ? 
And, for the title, is it a product of the 
1890's? 

The book, th en, is an essay in the 
hi story of ideas . This is a fi eld in which 
writers. of Australian history have not 
been proLific, perhaps because so much 
factual material remains to be discov­
ered and organised, perhaps because 
the ethos of homeland and present 
seems commonplace compared to the 
distant or antique. In important re­
spects the book is a pioneerin g work, 
not in any novelty of research, for it 
draws on the common pool of Austra­
lian historical knowl edge, but in that 
it assembl es the material to bear on the 
Australian social mind in its develop­
ment. 

In such a pioneerin g work there are 
bound to be defic iencies . The discur-
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sivc treatment has its charm but leaves 
many ques tions unanswered. Because 
Palmer has embarked on a field of 
general history it is not diHlcult for the 
specialist, or any one who takes the 
trouble, to point to errors of fact. It 
is annoying to have the New Hebrides 
confused with New Caledonia, public 
debts given in thousancl s of pounds in­
stead of millions, and some rather more 
material facts mis-stated. These are 
regrettable, but they do not suffice to 
close the historian's door against Palmer. 
In history writing new concepts are too 
precious to be rejected because of flaws 
ill their setting. The same complaints 
can be made against Coghlan and Fitz­
patrick, but they remain two of Aus­
tralia's most significant historians. Like 
Palmer, they were not professional his­
torians. Their strength derives from the 
concepts which they brou ght from other 
fi elds of activity. Palmer, who has 
played no small part himself in mould­
ing the Australi an literary tradition, 
brin gs a lifetime of observation an d par­
ti cipation to the examination of the pre­
va lent Aus tralian sentiments. 

His thesis is that peculiarly Australian 
characteristics developed first in the out­
back, that strange new land which de­
manded for survival the shedding of old 
world habits and outlook. They devel­
oped amongst bush workers who owed 
no spiritual allegiance across the oceans. 
This contrasted with the continuing 
E nglishn ess of the cities and the nos­
talgia of the upper classes who looked 
to Britain for models in all fi elds, in­
cluding the literary. The ideas of mate­
ship , democracy, nationalism, of optim­
ism tempered by sardonic caution, of 
interest in the local and everyday, at 
first lacked literary expression. Then , 
nourished by a feeling of welcome iso­
lation from the evil s of the old world , 

WESTERI.Y 



this Austra li anislll flo wered during the 
nineti es and latn in a native litera ture. 

This general thesis is undoubtedly a 
tru e one which Palmer's commentary 
illuminates. H e speculates on the in­
Huence of thc con vict period and of 
the gold rush Hood of migrants , allow­
in g them some part in the moulding of 
th e nation al tradition . Rccent research, 
especially that of R. B. ' iVard on folk 
son gs and ball ads, shows how early and 
how strongly the native tradition was 
es tabli shed. The second half of the 
nin eteenth century saw not its origins 
but its development. {dore emphasis 
could also bc placed on the part played 
by th e city populations; it was a bigger 
role than that llsually ascribed to them. 
Outback Australi a furni shed the forms 
of nationalist expression which were 
'willingl y acccpted b y the town dwellers. 
Victoria, the most urban colony, was the 
first leader in democracy and national­
ism, and Melbourne retained llluch of 
its literary eminence even after the rise 
of the "Bulletin" school. 

Until almost the turn of the century 
the national id eal had been wide enough 
to embrace the working class of town 
and country, the rising manufactmers 
and the local merchants. A place could 
be found even for the squatters, once 
their real power had dwindled at the 
hands of local parliaments and English 
banks. Australian nationalism in t]l e 
late nine teenth century advanced so 
rapidly because all classes supported it. 
Tn politi cs its most powerful expressions 
,vere tariff protection and the 'i\7hite 
Australia policy. Even in the strikes of 
the nineties the opponents were organ­
ised labour on th e one hanel and pastoJ'­
alists and shipping companies on tb e 
other, with the industrial capitalists 
standing uneasilv on the side lines. But 
the goal of na tionalism was now settled , 
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not a work ingman's paradise of some 
vagu e form , but an i.nc1ependent capit­
alist Australia. 

The result was that b y the end of 
the 1890's , as Palmer observes, "litera ­
ture in general was losing touch with 
the mass audience it had reached at the 
beginning of the decade." D espite this 
he maintains · that "a tradition of demo­
crati c wr iting was .. . . established and 
it has not been lost," although some 
parts of the Australian tradition have 
been exhaus ted. This is the essence of 
the contemporary position. On the one 
hand mere reiteration of the sub ject 
matter of swagmen and clrought no 
lon ger carries conviction. Nor does its 
variant of a self conscious exaltation of 
an imagi ned aboriginal ideology. To 
ignore or despise the national charac­
teristi cs , an at titud e which draws en­
co uragement from Australia's continuing 
semi-colonial sta tus , may be fashionable , 
but leads to sterility, for the national 
characterist ics are part of our life. Aus­
tralian society is now more complex and 
no simple formula covers all sections of 
the com munity. However, the recent 
vigorous output of Australian literature 
shows that contemporary writers are 
grappling with th e need for a reformu­
lation. 

"The Legend of the Nineties" is a 
stimul ating essay in the history of ideas , 
in whi ch past and present mingle as 
naturally as they cIa in real life. Palm er's 
cool detachment does n ot hide his el evo­
tion to his subject matter. His probing 
analysis raises many ques tions in history, 
literature and national life. The book 
has the fina l attraction, as w e would 
expect from the writer, of a cl ear and 
engagin g style which makes its reading 
a literary as well as an intell cc tual 
pleasure . 

-E. C. FHY. 
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"Australian Literature . . . a Bibliog­
raphy to 1938, edited by E. Morris 
Miller . . . and extended now to 1950 
by Fred T. Macartney, ed." 

Thought for the day . .. 
Should this not be calleel "Australian 

WHITING"? 
A quick glance at its contents reveals 

that some have been mentioned who 
surely are 'not practitioners in the liter­
ary ReId. Should a writer merit men­
tion in such a publication on the 
strength of work which he has had 
published and distributed at his own 
expense? Surely this leaves the way 
open to the dilettante, the crank, the 
mml with the time and money to ac­
quire merit that mi ght not rightl y be 
his? 

Again , in the ReId of the novel more 
particularl y, are we not confusing the 
ability to write and to market a book 
(no small -feat, the marketing), with the 
writin g of literature, per se? 

- "CAL GUHLEY." 

* * * "Black Cargo (and other stories)" 
by John Morrison . Australasian Book 

Society, 1955. 16/6. 
The Bush has been well covered by 

Australian writers, but few of th em have 
dealt with people and events in the 
cities . John Morrison, in this latest 
collection of short stories, makes a major 
contribution tovvards RIling this gap in 
our literature. 

The stories dealing with various as­
pects of life on the Melbourne water­
front are vividly tru e to life, and power­
ful in impact. 

The book takes its title from one of 
the sixteen stories . "Black Cargo" has 
as its theme the solidarity of water­
front 'vvorkers against non-union labour, 
despite the strong resistance of "right 
wing" union leaders and other reaction-
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m y elements. Here is a stirring narra­
ti ve, set against a background alive with 
brilliant caricatures of various types of 
union leaders. 

In "The Compound" the author gives 
a vignette of engaging labour in the 
depression days, when a vicious method 
of picking-up labour by selecting men 
like cattle in compounds was in opera­
tion . In harmony with this degrada­
tion, the story is conveyed in images of 
animal life, such as "feeding time at the 
zoo", "a farmer looking into a pig-pen", 
and "They can scent the approach of 
work just as a caged animal can scent 
the approach of meat". 

Told in the second person, the story 
allows 'you' (i.e. the reader) to take part 
in the hopeless quest, lets 'you' feel the 
despair, the shame. "Twenty pounds a 
week and half the cargo"- a recurring 
leitmotif symbolising the newcomer's 
far off dream of security and luxury, 
contrasts with th e reality of his insecur­
ity and unemployment. 

Other stories with waterfront subjects 
are "The Pick-up", dealing with happier 
and more equitable times; "Nine O'clock 
Finish" - resistance to the unreasonable 
demands of authority; "The 'Welcome"­
expressing opposition to racial prejudice; 
"Going Through" - admission of new 
members to the 'Waterside 'Workers' 
Federation ; and "Easy Money"- an 
ironic comment on this concept. 

Another in this group, "Coat for a 
Sai lor", is a short and simpl e account 
of a wharfie who befri ends a Javanese 
seaman , and gives his new coat to this 
Asian mate. ' i\Tithout falling into the 
sentimental this warm and charming 
sketch has a strong appeal. 

But althou gh these tales are accurate 
representations of Australian workers on 
the waterfront, some of the stories have 
a wider and more universal application 
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than can be seen on the surface. "Coat 
for a Sailor", for instance, has a general 
theme illustrating the bond between 
men irrespective of race, which trans­
cends its treatment of life on the imme­
cliate pbysical plane. 

Other stories which are similarly 
symbolic form the second group in this 
collection, including "The Door", "The 
Busting of Rory O'j\llahony", "The 
Sleeping Doll", and "The Fugitive". 

. However, the most outstanding ex­
<lmple is "The Battle of the Flovvers". 
Superficiall y it is the humorous yet 
tragic account of the rivalry between 
twin sisters for the best garden display, 
a rivalry which grows into obsession and 
des troys them both. In this sensitive 
study John Morrison shows a great 
depth of insight into character. But the 
subject is only the symbol of a wider 
theme - the inevitable des truction of 
people and societies based on isolation, 
selfishness and all-consuming competi­
tion. 

In lighter vein, "The Sleeping Doll" 
is a character study of a swagman who 
has those traits so often attributed to 
the average Australian (whatever that 
may be!) - laziness, the "don't-give-a­
damn" attitude, indifference, taciturnity. 
Despite these shortcomings he earns the 
reader's sympathy by his refusal to be 
hurried or pushed around. How he 
scored off his employer, "who liked 
every ounce of his pound of flesh and 
a bit more", cannot fail to delight. 

"Lena" portrays, against a grape­
picking setting, three Labour types: Joe, 
the loyal, true union man ; the hack 
union 'rep', who is actually no more than 
a collector ("What does he think he's 
selling? The great Australian trade 
un.ions weren't built by men like him."); 
and Lena, the piece-worker who is won 
over to an interest in trade unionism. 
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Two pieces, "The Incense Burner" and 
"Man in the Night", invoke nostalgic 
memories of events and things long past. 
They are not vague, 'airy-fairy' remin­
iscences, but well-defined memories tied 
up with present day reality. 

Brevity and delicacy set the key-note 
of ".Man in the night". An image of the 
milkman is conceived in the imaginative 
mind of a sick child, who endows the 
unseen with all kinds of heroic qualities. 
The ']\/1an in the Night' was "far better 
than Santa Claus or any of the fairi es" 
he was "always being told about". ~Then 

the child finally sees his hero in day­
light he is not disappointed - that was 
th e day he "learned for all time that 
the creatures of fable and fantasy are 
never half as nice as the creatures of 
real life". 

This is the sentiment that pervades aU 
of these stories: the sentiment that there 
is basic good in all mankind. 

"Black Cargo (and other stories)" em­
ploys the medium of the short story with 
skill and success. The brevity, succinct­
ness, economy' of words , and clarity of 
foclls characteristic of this genre are to 
be fOllnd here. Morison uses an auto­
biographical and documentary tech­
nique - seemin gly artless, yet synthesis­
ing the elements into a powerful whole. 

The author's approach, based on a 
frankly tenllentious attitude, infuses his 
characters and events with a vitality and 
depth which gives this volume an as­
sured place in Australian literature. 

- J. YOCKLUNN. 

* * * 
"Beginners' General Science" 

by D . Merrilees. University of Western 
Australia Press, 1956. 

A teachers' edition of a general 
science text book may not seem to 
appeal to the tastes of the ordinary 
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reader. That lvlr. IVIerrilees has given 
this quality of general appeal to such 
a book not only does him credit, but 
expresses strongly a constructive and 
ori ginal approach to his subject. 

There is no trace of the routine or 
tb e dreary in the treatment of what 
may appear to th e uninitiated to be a 
Sll bject tailored to the State Schools 
Curriculum . :Mr. ivIe rrilees sees his 
subject, not in a role of exaggerated im­
portance, as is th e habit 'vvith too many 
academics, but as a ll integra l part of its 
social and historical context. 

On e is tempted to quote at length 
frol11 th e excellent introductory note, but 
a bri ef extract must suffice:-

"The greater leisure that automation 
will bring demands extensive and sys­
tematic attention to aesthetics, for. ex­
ample. Singing, dimcing, graphic and 
plastic arts, drama, poetry, instrumental 
music, novels - all these must be part 
of every single individual's life if the 
advantages of automation are not to be 
lost to the flippant or degrading activi­
ties which commercialism tries to foist 
upon us 'to pass away the time'. The 
greater powers that science will bring 
demand attention as never before to the 
questions of human purpose." 

This attitude is in line with a treat­
ment of the subject matter whicbis 
essentially simple, direct and interestin g. 

His an added recommendation for the 
book that most of this interest arises 
from its use of easily understood and 
basically practical examples, which 
serve to clarify rath er than complicate 
everyday experience. 

A most important factor in achieving 
this is the use of extremely expressive 
diagrams and illustrations which never­
theless remain simple. These are ac­
companied and elu cidated by a text 
whose easy and straightforward style 
are thoroughly in keeping with this 
simple and practical approach. 

At the same time, as NIl'. NIerrilees 
points out, this informal method of ex­
position is design ed to lay th e ground­
work for a more advanced technical 
approach on the part of the student in 
later studies . Above all, the trend to 
compartmentalise teaching subjects is 
deliberately eschewed. This applies not 
only to th e different branches vvithin 
science, with \-vhich this book specifi­
cally deals , but to education as a whole. 

A definitely broad human approach 
pervades the book, so that, although it 
is aim ed specifically at teachers of 
general sci ence, th ere is a great tempta­
tion to recommend it in strong terms 
for th e general reader , no matter what 
his parti cular interests. 

- So n. 

Regular subscript ion to "Wester ly" costs on ly five sh illin gs for 

three issues annua ll y, · post free. Send remittance to Arts Union, 

Unive rs ity of W. A., Nedlands . 
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